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Coyote sighting have increased recently. Coyotes are common in urban
settings and will continue to exist near humans. Here are some tips
related to coyotes and safety.
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Coyotes are found in several habitat types and are common in
rural, suburban, and even some urban landscapes. The presence
of coyotes has been documented in all 67 Florida counties.
Coyotes that associate places where people live as an easy place
to find food may gradually lose their natural fear of humans
Coyotes can and do prey on domestic cats and small dogs. Most
coyote attacks on pets occur either at night or in the early evening
or morning hours (dusk and dawn). To protect your pets, do not
allow them to roam freely.
The most effective ways to reduce problems with coyotes
involve removing food or other attractants.
o Clean up pet food, fallen fruit and seed around bird feeders
– coyotes are opportunistic feeders and will be drawn to
and eat all these potential food sources.
o Secure garbage cans and secure compost.
o Close off crawl spaces under porches and sheds to prevent
coyotes and other animals from resting or raising their
young in areas around your home.
• More information can be found on the Florida Fish & Wildlife
Conservation
Commission
website
at:
www.myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/coyotes/

From The President
Greetings Neighbors!
Thank you for the honor to represent South Seminole Heights Civic
Association as your President. I have lived in Seminole Height for 3
1/2 years and have served SSHCA as Secretary and Vice-President
before being elected President. I very much enjoy meeting my
neighbors, facilitating impactful change to our neighborhood,
bolstering neighborhood pride and supporting Broward Elementary
School’s success in any manner that I can.
Tampa has been my home for nearly 20 years. I’m a native of rural
western Kentucky. My career has spanned through banking, sales,
management, marketing, accounting, and nonprofits.
I’m a big fan of our Super Bowl Champion Buccaneers, Stanley Cup
Champion Lightning and our AL Champion Rays. I’m also an avid
University of Kentucky Wildcat fan. I’ve served in varied community
capacities including as SSH American Express Shop Small
Neighborhood Champion, an elected official in Indiana, North Tampa
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and Volunteer of the Year, and I served as a Lieutenant
and First Responder on the German Township Volunteer Fire Department.
I have one child, Cecilia, who will graduate in May from Thomas Jefferson Medical School in
Philadelphia. I enjoy gardening and the seemingly never-ending task of restoring my 1940 built home.
It is a blessing to begin my term just as America has discovered renewed hope for our future through
the COVID-19 immunizations. I am hopeful that at some point later on in 2021, our community will be
able to again safely plan and host the activities we have become known for such as Heights Unites,
Broward Elementary Benefit Car Show, Easter Egg Hunt at Rivercrest, and our Holiday Concert. I am
especially interested in working with TPD to host neighborhood “Role Calls” with Chief Dugan to learn
more about crime and prevention and to get to know our local patrol officers.
I wish to express a big thanks to our former President, Stephen Lytle. His 6 years on the board brought
much positive and lasting impact to our community. We will all miss having Stephen, Adrienne and
Millie in our neighborhood.
Our Board is blessed with dedicated volunteers, but we could use your help with this work for the
betterment of our community. We are actively seeking a Treasurer, as well as chairs and committee
members for Communications and Neighborhood Watch. Please email me if you are interested in
helping us!
You have my most earnest commitment to serve this neighborhood which I adore to the very best of
my abilities. If you have questions or suggestions, please write me at president@sshca.org.
Sincerely,
Sharlene Hartford

2021-22 SSHCA Board of Directors

Brian Curry – Vice President
This is Brian’s 5th year on the SSH
Board and 16th year as a SSH
resident.
Brian is a Senior Associate with an
education research and evaluation
firm. With over 25 years of expertise
in education policy, his work for
includes both national and
international engagement in
education policy & standards, migrant
education, community schools,
educational technology and more. He
has worked as a Policy Analyst for
various educational organizations in
Chicago, Washington, DC,
Tallahassee, and as faculty at the
University of South Florida, in the
College of Education.
His personal interests include
sustainability, the environment and
sailing. He is a member of the Davis
Island Yacht Club, The Sustany
Foundation, and The Crewe of
Bobbie C. Davis, a Gasparilla Krewe.
He has lived and worked
internationally and is fluent in
Spanish and German.

Beth Myers - Delegate

Kristen Riordan Secretary
Kristen has lived in Tampa for a
few years and recently bought a
home in the SSH neighborhood.
She works in Human Resources
and loves to walk her
Greyhound, Carlos. She is
excited to become active in the
community and give back. She
loves practicing yoga, hiking,
and meeting new people.

Carla Gorman - Delegate
Carla Gorman has lived in SSH
for more than 20 years and over
that time, has served on the
SSHCA Board multiple terms in
various positions. She's the
Mom of 2 Hillsborough High
School students. Carla was the
idea person behind Tampa's
first street mural for traffic
calming near Rivercrest Park,
and is proud that initiative has
now spread throughout the
entire City of Tampa.

Tatiana Huudma - Delegate
Tatiana has been a resident and
board
member
of
South
Seminole Heights for 3 years and
is our Events Chairperson. She
volunteered for the board
immediately after moving here to
get to know her community better
and engage with her neighbors.
She is looking forward to getting
back on track with our events!
Tatiana also has a career in real
estate and is married with 2 cats.

Kim Jackson - Beautification
Our Beautification Committee
Chairperson is Kim Jackson. She
is married, a mother,
grandmother, military veteran and
is now retired. She enjoys
gardening and painting.

Beth Myers has resided in Tampa Bay for 25 years, the last 3 in South Seminole Heights,
with her partner and their pack of 3 rescued dogs & 2 cats. Beth is a registered nurse and
works as an insurance industry clinical account consultant. She enjoys paddle sports in
Tampa Bay area waters, especially in our beloved Hillsborough River, and volunteers with
Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful.

Broward Elementary
First, an update on Broward’s instructional delivery status; as the new year begins, approximately 60% of
students are attending classes on campus, 40% are using virtual eLearning. Even with the pandemic’s
influence on the school, still lots happened in late 2020. On November 19th, The Great American Teach-In,
a national program, was held at Broward, albeit virtually. Adults connected with students, speaking about
careers, professions, hobbies, travels, or personal experiences, leaving kids with some key messages like
‘stay in school’ and ‘the importance of education.’
The Title 1 Parent Involvement Project - Mr. Franklin meets monthly with parents to discuss meeting school
and student needs. An estimated $2000 budget has been submitted to the district and will be used for student
communication/technology and additional ways to positively impact students this school year. The funding
request includes Frameworks Conversation Cards to promote SEL conversations at home between parents
and students, 52 STEM Family Engagement Ideas to support STEM-related topics at home, Math Reading
Bags and Social Justice Reading Bags, to provide an opportunity for parents and families to work with
students across content areas, and copies of “How to Talk So Kids Will Listen & Listen So Kids Will Talk” to
build the “Parent Resource Library’ to support SEL use in the home.
Student Attendance since the beginning of the
year, has averaged 91% to date but significant
improvement has been noted this month as the
Broward team worked to ensure that all students
either are coming to school or effectively are
participating in eLearning.
be skewed due to students completing assessment
at home during eLearning.
Parent Involvement - Broward is maintaining
documentation and support to maintain and improve
parent involvement. The PTA continues to explore
activity options for this school year.

Broward Scholars Supporting the Buccaneers!

Reading - First Quarter Reading Performance shows
that the beginning of the year (BOY) iReady
diagnostic reading performance for the entire school
showed more than half of second through fifth grade
students are performing in the Tier 3 intervention
range suggesting need for intensive intervention.
Lower scores may be a result of Tier 1 interruptions to
instruction since March 2020 due to pandemic-related
school closures and the transition to eLearning and
hybrid instructional models.
Also, changes in
standards between grade levels, and interruption to
standardized assessment may have an effect.
Math - Broward Elementary students also participated
in the annual Math Winter iReady diagnostic for 3rd5th grades. During the current diagnostic
administration, students grew 37%. This is a slight
decrease from last year in which students were at
39%. Broward’s 2nd through 5th grades also
completed a math benchmark assessment at the
beginning of the year. The benchmark assessment
measures student readiness for their grade level.
Students complete the assessment with little to no
prior
instruction
on
any
of
the
math
concepts/standards. The proficiency level results
show: Grade %-Proficiency level: 5th-42%, 4th -51%,
3rd-23%, 2nd-22%.
Please note proficiency
percentages may be skewed due to students
completing assessment at home during eLearning.

Upcoming Events at Broward
▪ 2/22-2/26 Black History Spirit Week
▪ 2/25 Black History Brain Bowl Finals

Neighborhood News
COVID-19 continues to keep
the Seminole Heights Public
Library closed as our general
meeting facilities. As a result,
both our Monthly Board Meeting
and
Quarterly
General
Meetings are being held
virtually.
All
residents
encouraged to join us, learn
about the SSHCA, and share
issues important to you in South
Seminole Heights.

Join Us! NEXT SSHCA GENERAL MEETING:

Wednesday April 21 at 6:30pm
Zoom Virtual Meeting details on our:
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/sshca.tpa
Website:
www.SSHCA.org

COMING SOON!
2021 Spring
Beautification Award
Nominations will begin soon, please start looking around for a lovely SSH home you would like
to nominate. Details will be posted on our Facebook page the last week of February. Winner will
be awarded over FACEBOOK LIVE FEED at our April 21st General Membership Meeting.
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Neighborhood News
Thank You for Being A Member of SSHCA
The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-profit organization of community residents
and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood. Our borders are
Hillsborough Avenue south to Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard and Florida Avenue west to the Hillsborough
River. Our goal is “to educate, promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of issues impacting the
neighborhood in the area known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of community in a
safe and healthy residential neighborhood.”

TAKE A TOUR OF 55 DOWNTOWN TAMPA MURALS HERE:
HTTPS://WWW.TAMPASDOWNTOWN.COM/GETTING-AROUND/MURALS/

County Will Observe Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Beginning 2022
On January 19th, 2021 our District 3 Hillsborough County Commissioner Gwen Myers reached out to the Hillsborough County
Administrator Bonnie Wise, to discuss Solid Waste Department collections on Monday, on the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday
January 18th. Dr. King was in Memphis, TN standing in solidarity with striking sanitation workers when he was assassinated on April
4, 1968.
Despite the national holiday, the County has been collecting trash that day for the last fifteen years. After speaking with County
Administrator Wise, beginning next year, Hillsborough County Solid Waste Department will no longer have trash collection on this
national holiday. In fact, all Hillsborough County employees will be allowed celebrate Dr. King’s holiday going forward.

Neighborhood News
Local Project Updates
Over the last few years we have seen significant changes to our neighborhood, improving our parks, pedestrian/traffic safety and
city assets in our community. This is the culmination of the efforts from our current SSHCA Board and those that came before
us. Similarly, we continue to drive pending projects forward for future improvements to South Seminole Heights.

Currently In Progress
Louisiana Pump Station:
This project to restore the wastewater facility at
Rivercrest Park and replace aging equipment and
pumps is nearing completion. Chain link outer fence
will stay around entire project for safety until project
is completed. Currently, contractor is sourcing correct
color barrel tiles for roof and anticipates completion in
March 2021.

Highland Ave Crosswalk at Chelsea St: At the
request of FDOT, Sharlene polled all neighbors to this
project and all strongly support this installation.
Contacts with Edith Wong and Alex Henry of FDOT,
Stephen Benson with the City of Tampa, and City
Councilman Guido Maniscalco, scheduling is delayed
due to funding. Alex Henry of FDOT said he would reach
out to city contacts for specific time, worst case would
be during Highland Ave Repaving in 2023.

Rivercrest Tree Canopy Sustainability Project:
A collaborative partnership between the SSHCA and
Parks and Recreation, this project sought to analyze
the tree canopy conditions at Rivercrest Park and
determine a plan for canopy sustainability. The result
was a commitment for 77 new tree plantings in
Rivercrest Park. So far, 14 trees were planted in the
upland areas last fall. Date not yet set for Phase II
planting

Upcoming Plans
Rivercrest Beautification Projects:
The SSHCA is working with Parks and Recreation to
identify new ways to beautify Rivercrest Park
including new signage, landscaping, bench
replacements, playground pressure washing, etc.

Rivercrest Docks/Seawall Replacement:
Sherisha Hills of Parks & Recreation is working with
City Contract Administration to determine best route
for procuring the design of the new docks.

▪Haya Linear Park Shoreline Restoration (Phase I):
Received notice in January that project had been
approved for $50,000 in Pollution Recovery Funds
from the Hillsborough County Environmental
Protection Commission. Work cannot begin until the
funding agreement has been executed. Expect to
start work mid to late April.

Highland Avenue Complete Streets Project:
Repaving from Violet to MLK. The SSHCA is working
with the city to expedite/improve plans and is now
slated for fiscal year 2023-24. More new pedestrian
crosswalks, sidewalk widening and bike lane
improvements are included in that project
Street Repaving/Resurfacing:
City of Tampa is currently evaluating streets citywide
for repaving and resurfacing. We are working to
secure commitment to resurface in the 100/200 block
of West Giddens, between Highland and Florida.

Osborne Ave Traffic/Pedestrian Safety: The
SSHCA is working with City of Tampa Transportation
to address ongoing speed concerns along Osborne
Ave. The city is currently reviewing proposed
solutions.

Open Positions on SSHCA Board of Directors
If you, or anyone you know, is interested in volunteering for the SSHCA Board or any committees, please
reach out to us at info@sshca.org. Per SSHCA Bylaws all elected officers must live in or own a business
based in South Seminole Heights and must be a member in good standing of the South Seminole Heights
Civic Association. However, volunteers can be from any area. We would love to have the help!

Neighborhood News
Upcoming Events
Most SSHCA and community-based events have been cancelled as we navigate the current pandemic. SSHCA
has worked to innovate during this time, hosting online/virtual meetings and identifying events that respect social
distancing guidelines. We will continue to work towards a good balance that unites our community while
respecting the health and safety of our residents. If you have an ideal for a safe event or would like to help
organize one, please feel free to join or notify our Events Committee Chairperson Tatiana Huudma, by emailing
info@sshca.org.

March
•

Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:45 – 4:00 Humane Society of Tampa Bay Paws for Literacy for Ages 5+

May
May 17 – 21 - South Seminole Heights S.W.E.E.P. (Solid Waste Enhanced Environmental Program) Pickup Dates

Provided by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission website www.myfwc.com

Join the South Seminole Heights Civic Association Today!
www.sshca.org/join
Annual Memberships: $12/individual, $20/household, $20/Non-Profit, $35/Business

Important Contact Numbers
SSHCA Information:
Sharlene Hartford– President
• president@sshca.org

New Reed Park Super Bowl LX Grant Project
Many thanks to Super Bowl LX, Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, as well as the
volunteers and local businesses who donated time and supplies to make the
Reed Park project so very nice! Stop by and check it out!

Tampa Police – Non-Emergency
• 813-231-6130
Code Enforcement
• (813) 274-5545
Flooding - Stormwater
• (813) 622-1901
Emergency Water Repair
• (813) 274-5744
Sewer/Wastewater
• (813) 274-8037
Landlord Disputes
• (813) 903-3430
Residential Permits - Construction
• (813) 274-3100
Emergency Tree Service
• (813) 274-5744
Parks and Recreation
• 813-274-8615
Download the City of Tampa app on your
phone for a full listing of city departments
and contact info.

Your Neighborhood Insurance Agency

(813) 514-4440

