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Heights Unites Music and Arts Festival Returns 2/22/20 

 The Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival is making a return to Seminole Heights on 

February 22, 2020. The event, which have proven to be a successful collaboration 

between the South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) and Brew Bus 

Brewing, will welcome 13 local and regional bands to perform throughout the day on an 

outdoor stage and more intimate indoor stage. Additionally, 25 specially selected artists, 

showcasing a variety of mediums, will be invited to exhibit and sell their work. 

 

 Heights Unites, as it’s often called, 

started 3 years ago after the SSHCA 

realized there was a need to bring 

together and unite the community 

after tragic events struck the area. The 

event has now grown into much more 

than that, raising funds to support 

community improvement projects in 

South Seminole Heights and funding 

a commitment by both Brew Bus and 

the SSHCA to endow a $25k 

scholarship fund that would pay out  

 annually to a Hillsborough High School student attending USF.  In total the event has 

raised nearly $20k towards those efforts and the organizers hope to double that number 

this year. 

 

 “Heights Unites has always been about bringing out community together for good,” said 

Stephen Lytle, SSHCA President, “Now it is one of the most anticipated events in the 

community each year and it’s great to see everyone having so much fun and helping great 

causes.” 

 

Each year Heights Unites strives to provide an artistic element to the event that involves 

those attending. This year, festival goers will help select 9 designs that will be added to 

the Seminole Heights Street Art Trail. The project, a 2019 pilot program, commissions 

artists to repurpose stormwater inlets in the community into art installations. There is 

currently a call for artists to submit designs and those selected at the event will receive 

$850 for their work. There is a separate call for artists for their annual poster competition 

in which the selected winner will receive $500 and premier exhibitor space at the event.  

 

For their commitment to the arts and focus on community building the SSHCA has been 

awarded the Hillsborough County Neighborhood Arts Award in 2017 and 2018 and was 

awarded “Most Effective Neighborhood Board” by the county in 2019. Similarly, Brew 

Bus Brewing was awarded the “Best Community Partnership” award in 2019.  

 

It’s clear that the partnership has made a positive impact on the local community and will 

continue to do so for years to come. This year’s event will take place during the day and 

into the evening on February 22, 2020 at Brew Bus Brewing in Seminole Heights. For 

more information or to purchase tickets please visit www.HeightsUnites.com. 

 

 



From the President 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome to another new year, better yet, a new decade as we enter 2020! I know I 

can look back at 2019 and be thankful for such an amazing year that brought new 

firsts, new life lessons and made me a better person. I hope you can too! 

 

There is so much to be thankful for as we look back at how much our community 

has grown and improved over the years as well. During the last decade the South 

Seminole Heights Civic Association has accomplished so much because of the 

volunteers who dedicated their most important asset, their time, to make our 

community one of the best neighborhoods in the City of Tampa. From our current 

board to all of our previous board members and committee chairs we say “thank 

you” because without your support we wouldn’t have been able to accomplish all 

that we have. Milestones like: 

 

• Revitalization of “The Banner”, which is now mailed to all residences in South 

Seminole Heights. 

A New Year Gives Us Hope and a lot to Reflect on From the Past! 
 

• Quarterly social events like porch parties, community happy hours, holiday events, park clean ups and more! 

• Creating Tampa’s first street mural, new street art trail and largest community sponsored event “Heights Unites.” 

• Commitment to fund a $25k scholarship endowment at USF that pay sour annually to a Hillsborough High student. 

• Renewed partnership with Broward Elementary. 

• Renewed partnerships with the City, County and FDOT. 

• SSHCA becoming a 501(c)3, opening up community funding though grant programs. 

As a result of the continued leadership throughout the years and commitment from our current board to be a positive 

impact on our neighborhood, it is with great pleasure that I announce that the South Seminole Heights Civic Association 

was awarded the “Most Effective Neighborhood Board” by Hillsborough County at the recent 2019 County 

Neighborhoods Conference. Additionally, the association and Brew Bus Brewing were recognized with the “Best 

Community Partnership” award for their collaborative efforts with Heights Unites. Again, thank you to all who have 

served and continue to serve the association and our community. Your hard work and effort made this possible.  

 

While it’s nice to reflect on what has been achieved, we must not lose focus of our goals for the future. As we enter 2020 

we have a lot to look forward to. January 18th will be the “Cruisin’ the Heights” car show at Broward Elementary, with 

all funds raised going to the school. Make sure to save the date for February 22nd which will be the 3rd Annual Heights 

Unites Music & Arts Festival at Brew Bus Brewing. This is our associations largest event and we hope you will purchase 

tickets at www.heightsunites.com.  

 

I would also ask that you save the date for our January General Membership meeting at the Seminole Heights Library on 

January 15th. We have invited 3 City Councilman to the meeting to allow our residents to hear what their priorities are 

and to listen to the concerns of our residents. This is a unique opportunity to make your voice heard. 

 

Finally, we are always looking for additional volunteer support. If your New Year resolution was to volunteer more or to 

give back, here is your chance! We need and want your help in our community. For more info reach out to info@sshca.org.   

 

Stephen Lytle 

SSHCA President 

Info@SSHCA.org 

http://www.heightsunites.com/
mailto:info@sshca.org


Broward Elementary 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The teachers and students at our historic neighborhood 

school have returned from the Holiday break and as you 

receive this issue of the Banner, teachers, students, 

volunteers and parents are 2 weeks into 2020.  First, an 

update on what’s happening around Broward.  

 

On October 25th Broward hosted their Annual Fall Festival 

and the SSHCA was in attendance supporting the school.  

On November 21st The Great American Teach-In, a 

national program, was held at Broward.  Adults visited 

classrooms speaking about careers, professions, hobbies, 

travels, sports or personal experiences, leaving kids with 

some key messages like ‘stay in school’ and ‘the 

importance of education.’  Also, you may remember, in 

September, Broward initiated ‘Walk to School 

Wednesdays’, which continues to grow with over fifty  
 

 

Broward Elementary Begins 2020 With Momentum and Hope 

 

Entering the 2019/2020 school year Broward Elementary 

students needed the support of the South Seminole Heights 

community. For those unaware, Broward Elementary was 

rated an “A School” many, many years ago, yet the 

performance of the students has dropped and they 

consistently struggle to even meet states averages. After 

discovering the school was ranked 3,309 out of 3,601 state 

schools, our neighborhood association committed to helping 

improve the school which feeds into Memorial Middle and 

Hillsborough High School locally. 

 

Our goal was to start working on the simplest aspect of 

education: Reading and Language Arts proficiency. The 

percentage of students achieving proficiency at Broward in  

 
 

 

SSHCA Reaches Goal to Fully Fund Broward Elementary Pilot Program! 

 

Reading/Language Arts is 25-29% (which is lower than the 

Florida state average of 54%). If students struggle to 

read/write they can’t learn the other aspects of schooling. We 

knew they need our help and we committed to stepping up to 

help! 

 

With the help of private donations from residents and a 

community grant from Rotary Club of Tampa, we were able 

to surpass our goal and raise $2,500. This funding will allow 

the school to enter a pilot program the county school district 

overlooked the school for.  Broward’s Principal and Staff feel 

very strongly that the student’s exposure to more challenging  

 
 

students participating. 

 

From the School Advisory Committee, members voted on 

and approved unanimously the School Improvement Plan. 

Attendance has been consistent even with the expected drop 

in October (the first month of flu season).  The district 

attendance goal for all schools is 96% daily.  Regarding 

parent involvement, Broward is maintaining documentation 

and support to maintain and improve this key area.   

 

Broward’s vision is “Every Broward student will 

succeed!”   

 

So, let’s all “Get involved, help, volunteer!  Go 

Tigers!!” 
 

 

 

text/books and educational planning will result in improved 

student proficiency. 

 

The SSHCA would like to extend our gratitude to those 

residents who supported these efforts and Rotary Club of 

Tampa for helping our association surpass our fundraising 

goal, allowing us to invest in our local school and improve 

the lives and futures of the student population at Broward. 

If anyone is interested in supporting the school through 

donations or volunteering time to read and work with 

students, please reach out to the SSHCA at info@sshca.org. 

 
 

mailto:info@sshca.org
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Three City Council Members to Attend Next South Seminole 

Heights Civic Association General Meeting 
Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome all residents to our general membership meeting in January. You do not need 

to be a member of the SSHCA to attend out meeting and learn about what is going on in your neighborhood, so please 

feel free to come learn about the goals and initiatives of your neighborhood association! 

 

We are pleased to announce that we have invited three City Council Members to attend our next meeting. This will be a 

great opportunity for our residents to hear from their elected officials about what priorities they are working on and how 

they are representing your best interest at City Hall. Additionally, this is a great opportunity for residents to express their 

concerns with the city, meet their council members, meet other residents, and learn about upcoming events in Seminole 

Heights. Please attend if you are interested in learning more about SSHCA, volunteering, or the neighborhood. 

 

SSHCA GENERAL MEETING: 

Wednesday, January 15, 2019 at 6:30pm 

Seminole Heights Library Branch 

4711 N Central Ave, Tampa 

Guido Maniscalco 

District 6 

John Dingfelder 

District 3 
Joe Citro 

District 1 



300 W Hillsborough Ave.

Tampa, FL 33604

(813) 882-5211

Welcoming Patients of All Ages!

“A	New	Smile	in	the	Neighborhood”

Dr. Kali Georgewww.SH-Dentist.com

Now	Open!
Call	to	schedule	
an	appointment!
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Thank You for Joining or Renewing Your SSHCA Membership 
 The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community residents and 

business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa, Florida. Our borders are Hillsborough 

Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the south, Florida Avenue to the east and the Hillsborough River 

to the west. Our goal is “to educate, promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of issues impacting the neighborhood 

in the area known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of community in a safe and healthy residential 

neighborhood.”  

 

 
Carolyn Benson 

Les Berty 

Scott Brown & Susan Spurgeon  

Randy Cannon 

Ike & Sarah Dale 

Gary Ellsworth 

Aleta & Orlando Fernandez 

Gerald Galentine 

Pat & Donald Graham 

Ken & Michelle Hacek 
 

 

Red Star Rock Bar Riverside Recovery of Tampa Sail Islands Stained Glass Spaddy’s Coffee Co. 

Resident Memberships 
 

 

Business Memberships 
 

 

Sharlene Hartford 

Felicia Keith & Lynor Romer 

Stephen & Adrienne Lytle 

Tiffany & Angelos McDowell 

John & Ellen Mizio 

Danielle & Jason Neuman 

Casey O'Connor 

Stephanie Petrucelli 

Anthony Perez & Elvira Reyes 

Craig & Faith Porter 

 

Devante Robinson 

Mary Gail Russ 

Terri Stepp 

Randy Stribling & Susan Reiss 

Rachel Svadlenka 

Emily & Steve Swiger 

Ashley & Tom Tankersley 

Kenneth Townsend 

Courtland & Kirsten Whited 
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Moving the Needle: SSHCA Board Members Meet with  

City of Tampa Transportation to Call for Action 
 

In early December SSHCA Board Members Stephen Lytle 

and Steve Swiger had the opportunity to meet with 

representatives from the City of Tampa Transportation 

Department to continue conversations about our 

neighborhood priority of improving pedestrian and traffic 

safety in South Seminole Heights. The meeting was detailed 

and our suggestions were documented for consideration 

based on functionality, timing and funding. 

 

Now that the improvements to Violet and Highland have 

been completed, the association continues to focus on a 

priority that started in 2017, to include Highland north of 

Violet into the Complete Streets Program. Complete Streets  

is a key component of improving pedestrian and bicyclist 

safety and providing truly context sensitive solutions to the 

community.  The policy highlights an approach to 

transportation planning that connects land use and planning 

by “building the right road in the right place for the right 

purpose”. Components of similar projects within Tampa 

would include widened sidewalks, safer pedestrians 

crossings, marked and/or separated bicycle lanes, 

landscaped medians and more.  

 

As a result of our meeting, we confirmed that FDOT has 

approved future funding of $500k for planning of this 

project to being in 2022. Additional funding of nearly $3M 

will be released in 2025 to complete the project. The images 

in this article reflect preliminary concepts that were 

presented at a 2018 meeting between FDOT, the City of 

Tampa and the SSHCA. Currently this project is tentative 

and FDOT and the City of Tampa have committed to a 

collaborative approach which will consider community 

feedback. As this project progresses we will keep you up to 

date with relevant details. 
 
We also discussed other priorities related to transportation including a crosswalk at Chelsea and Highland, improvements 

to Osborne Ave (striped parking, lower speed limit, volume/speed study), resurfacing request and the stop sign placement 

at Violet and Highland. We expect to see our neighborhood included on many future improvement projects, pending the 

courts approval of the recently passed transportation tax. Once approved that will assure desperately needed funding to 

meet the transportation needs of neighborhoods throughout the city.  

 

Your SSHCA will continue to work closely with FDOT and the City of Tampa to improve conditions throughout our 

community. However, if you have specific issues or concerns please email info@sshca.org so we can help get answers 

and/or resolution. Thank you!  
 

 

mailto:info@sshca.orf
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Let's have a drink and celebrate as a community! 

 

Started in 2015, the South Seminole Heights Civic 

Association host quarterly social events to encourage 

community gathering and connectivity. We invite you, 

your friends, family, and neighbors to attend our social 

events to meet other Seminole Heights residents.  

 

This happy hour we will be partnering with Brew Bus 

Brewing who will be donating 20% of all sales back to 

the South Seminole Heights Civic Association. Make 

sure to come grab a bite to eat off their awesome menu 

and have a few brews knowing you are contributing to 

improving our neighborhood! 

 

Brew Bus is kid friendly and pets are allowed at their 

outside seating. 

 

If you have any questions, please reach out to the 

SSHCA at info@sshca.org. We look forward to seeing 

you there! 

Seminole Heights Happy Hour 

With a Cause Scheduled for 

April 22nd at Brew Bus Brewing! 
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Annual Halloween Trick or Treating Event at Rivercrest Park  

Attracts Ghouls, Ghosts and Goblins Galore! 
 

If you happened to stay local for Halloween this year you 

may have noticed that South Seminole Heights has become 

quite the hot spot for trick or treaters! For the third year in 

a row, residents set up decorations and tables in Rivercrest 

Park, handing out candy to children of all ages who visited 

our neighborhood. The count this year was well over a 

thousand children who visited the park and many of the 

homes throughout South Seminole Heights. 
 

We want to thank the residents who set up in the park! As 

a result of the increased participation this year we had over 

25 tables handing out candy, more than ever! Thank you 

as well to the local businesses who participated and to 

Locale Church for setting up a tent and taking pictures of  
 

the event to share! Finally, we’d like to extend our to local 

resident Brad Carlson who works for Sunbelt Rentals and 

secures the lighting for the event each year.  

 

If you happen to be on a street that doesn’t get many trick 

or treaters or you just want to socialize at a fun event with 

neighbors, make sure to mark your calendars for 2020! 

This event has become one of the most fun events in the 

community and we are sure it will continue to grow each 

year! 

 

For pictures of this year’s event check out the “Around the 

Heights” section of the newsletter! 
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Cruisin’ The Heights: Community Car Show for a Cause 

Cruisin' the Heights is a family-friendly neighborhood car show for 

a good cause! All proceeds will benefit Broward Elementary School 

and the SSHCA efforts to improve funding for current and future 

reading and writing programs. The show is being organized by the 

South Seminole Heights Civic Association and local volunteers. This 

community car show is a FREE for friends, neighbors and residents 

of South Seminole Heights!  

 

If you would like to enter your classic, custom, or exotic car to the 

show the entry fee is $10. Awards will be made in each class, as well 

as the People's Choice Award for the most voted car of the day by 

the crowd! To register your vehicle for the Cruisin' the Heights Car 

Show please visit the events tab on our website: www.sshca.org.  

 

For more information please contact info@sshca.org. We hope you 

will come join us for a day of car show fun that benefits the students 

and faculty at Broward Elementary! 

 

http://www.sshca.org/
mailto:info@sshca.org
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January 
January 8th – Happy Hour: Rumba on the River – Armature Works @ 6:30pm – 7:30pm 

January 8th – SSHCA Monthly Board Meeting – Seminole Heights Branch Library @ 6pm 

January 11th – The Heights Classic Golf Tournament – Rogers Park Golf Course @ 9am  

January 12th – Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market - Hillsborough High School @ 10am – 2 pm 

January 15th – SSHCA Quarterly General Membership Meeting – Seminole Heights Branch Library @ 6:30pm 

January 18th – Cruisin’ the Heights Car Show – Broward Elementary School @ 9am – 1pm 

January 18th – Gasparilla Children’s Parade – Bayshore Boulevard @ 3:30 – 6:00 pm  

January 19th – April Mae & The June Bugs – Ella’s Americana Folk Art Café @ 3pm – 6pm 

January 25th – 2020 Gasparilla Pirate Parade & Festival – Sail Pavilion @ 10am  

 

 

February 
February 1st – Traveling the Terrace – A Hampton Terrace Community Food and Drink Event @ 6pm 

February 5th – SSHCA Monthly Board Meeting – Seminole Heights Library @ 6pm 

February 6th- Free Downtown Concert – Rock the Park – Curtis Hixon Park @ 6:30pm – 9:45pm 

February 8th – Bark in the Park – Curtis Hixon Park @ 11 am 

February 8th – Tampa Riverwalk Sweet N’ Spicy Festival – Water Works Park @ 10am – 7pm  

February 8th – Krewe of Saint Y’ago Knight Parade – Ybor City @ 7-8:30pm 

February 9th – Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market - Hillsborough High School @ 10am – 2 pm 

February 12th – Hillsborough County Fine Arts Festival – Straz Center @ 6:30pm 

February 14th – Valentine’s Day – Don’t forget! 

February 15th – Beer, Bourbon, & BBQ Festival – Curtis Hixon Park @ 12pm – 6pm  

February 22nd – Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival 2020 – Brew Bus Brewing @ 2pm – 11pm  

February 29th – Gasparilla Festival of the Arts – 50th Anniversary – Julian B Lane Riverfront Park @ 9am – 6pm 

February 29th – Tampa Taco Fest 2020 – Al Lopez Park @ 10am – 6pm    

 

 

March 
March 4th – SSHCA Monthly Board Meeting – Seminole Heights Library @ 6pm 

March 5th – Free Downtown Concert – Rock the Park – Water Works Park @ 6:30pm – 9:45pm  

March 7th – Gasparilla Music Festival 2020 – 600 N Ashley Dr. @ 10pm 

March 7th – USF’s Annual Green and Gold Gala – Florida Aquarium @ 7pm 

March 8th – Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market - Hillsborough High School @ 10am – 2 pm 

March 12th – Super Rad Rare Beer Night – Angry Chair Brewing @ all day event 

March 14th – Shamrock River Festival – Curtis Hixon Park @ 10 am 

March 14th – Rough Riders St. Patrick Day Parade – Ybor City @ 7-10pm 

March 20th – Reggae Rise Up Festival – Vinoy Park @ noon 

March 27th – Tampa Bay Air Fest – MacDill Air Force Base @ all day event 

March 28th – Tampa Bay Pride Festival – Ybor City @ 4pm 

 
 

Events in blue denotes events that are taking place in Seminole Heights 

For more events and SSHCA updates please visit our website (sshca.org), our Facebook page or 

 check the bulletin board in Rivercrest Park 
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Who to Call 

 
SSHCA Information: 

Stephen Lytle– President 

• 813-403-9236 

• info@sshca.org 

 

Tampa Police – Non-Emergency 

• 813-231-6130 

Code Enforcement 

• (813) 274-5545 

Flooding - Stormwater  

• (813) 622-1901  

Emergency Water Repair  

• (813) 274-5744  

Sewer/Wastewater  

• (813) 274-8037  

Landlord Disputes  

• (813) 903-3430  

Residential Permits - Construction  

• (813)  274-3100  

Emergency Tree Service  

• (813) 274-5744  

Parks and Recreation 

• 813-274-8615 

 

You can also download the City of 
Tampa app on your phone for many 
of these services and more.  
 

 

Keep an eye out for the gator who calls the underpass under 
Hillsborough Avenue home. He was recently spotted on land. 

 

Local resident Alexandra Harrington 
at the Rivercrest Park Cleanup 

 

Children and families from all over 
the city celebrated Halloween at 

the Rivercrest Park Trick or Treat 
event. Thanks to Locale Church for 

taking photos for the SSHCA! 
 



 
 

 


