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NEW PARKS AND RECREATION 
DIRECTOR TO ATTEND APRIL 

SSHCA MEETING
Towards the end of 2017, Paul Dial was 
named as the next Parks & Recreation 
director for the City of Tampa. Dial has 
filled the vacancy left by exiting Parks 
Director Greg Bayor who retired after 5 
years of service to the city. Paul has over 
36 years of experience in the Parks and 
Recreation field. In past employment he 
served as Director of Parks and Recreation 
for Princeton WV, Ocean Pines Maryland 
and lastly for 19 years for Frederick 
County, Maryland. Since June 2016 
he has served as Chief Administrative 
Officer for Frederick County, Maryland, 
which has a population of approximately 
245,000 residents.

In early 2018 the SSHCA met with the 
new director to discuss commitments from 
the previous administration regarding 
our parks in South Seminole Heights. The 
conversation went very well and Parks 
and Recreation committed to auditing all 
three parks in our area: Reed, Rivecrest, 
and Haya Linear Parks. In addition to a 
request for general landscaping and tree 
maintenance in all parks we requested 
the following:

Reed Park: Replacement of the bridge

Rivercrest Park: analyzing structural 
integrity of the sea wall, replacing 
the docks, maintenance of the 

WINTER - 2018

volleyball court, repairing walking 
path where deteriorating, and 
adding more trash cans.

Haya Linear Park: General 
maintenance of the shoreline,  
fixing bag dispensers, condition  
of walkway under Hillsborough  
Ave, and filling in holes in park

Paul will be attending the SSHCA 
General Meeting on 4/18 at 6 pm at the 
Seminole Heights Library to update the 
community of the audit of our parks and 
to discuss what has already been done 
and a timeline/commitment for future 
improvements. If you have questions 
or concerns about our parks in South 
Seminole Heights this would be a great 
meeting to attend. 



FROM THE PRESIDENT
Seminole Heights is an 
amazing neighborhood. 
It’s one of the few 
places in the city where 
you can have an 
amazing meal cooked 
by distinguished chefs 
while simultaneously 
staring at abandoned 
buildings and used car 
lots. We live in the type 

of neighborhood where one street can have historic homes 
well preserved, while the next street over homeowners 
struggle with a litany of code issues. It is a community 
where you walk down residential streets and run into a 
historic shipyard or where a fresh mural can bring an 
outdated building back to life.  It’s that dichotomy that 
makes the area we call home so special to us. Whether 
you are a tenured or newer resident you chose to live 
here because you believe in Seminole Heights. 

It’s important to remember how that diversity plays a role 
in not only the physical presence of our neighborhood, 
but also in the individuals who live here. South Seminole 
Heights is a neighborhood made up of individuals of 
varying socioeconomic statuses and backgrounds. 
Understanding and respecting that is essential for our 
continued growth and is a key element in our maturity 
as we go from a city neighborhood to a true community 
that is welcoming, inclusive, and integrated.  I ask that 
we all take time to remember that in our daily interactions 
with our neighbors and we consider not just what we 
say, but how we say it. My hope is that we can come 
together and realize our diversity is one of our strengths 
as a community and putting everything else aside, we are 
all unified in our love and commitment to South Seminole 
Heights. 

With that being said, we have seen the community really 
come together recently. In February the Civic Association 
hosted the inaugural Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival 
at Brew Bus Brewing, an event attended by over 1,200 
friends, who helped raise approximately $8,000 for 
neighborhood improvements projects and a scholarship 

fund in the names of the SESH homicide victims. We 
also saw a very successful first year event organized by 
local resident Kayla Williams, who organized the Spring 
Fling at Rivercrest Park, an event which had hundreds of 
attendees from all over the area.  It’s been great to see 
the momentum our association has had and by focusing 
on the positives and moving forward we can continue to 
build on that.

If you are interested in being involved, you can always 
keep up to date with neighborhood news and topics by 
visiting our website: www.sshca.org. In the near future we 
have the SSHCA General Meeting on 4/18, the SSHCA 
Happy Hour at Red Star Rock Bar on 4/19, Paint Your 
Heart Out on 4/23, our monthly Neighborhood Watch 
meetings with TPD, and more events being planned. The 
board has also appointed a new Beautification Chair who 
is bringing back our Beautification Award and we are 
also working diligently to improve walkability and bike-
ability in the neighborhood. Soon, we will be presenting 
a business case to the city to advocate for Highland Ave 
to be added to the Complete Streets projects list, our final 
goal as a board. 

As always we encourage community support and 
volunteerism so if you are interested in learning more 
about how you can take an active role with the SSHCA 
please email us at info@sshca.org.  Thank you for taking 
the time to read our newsletter and “Let’s make South 
Seminole Heights the best TOGETHER!”

Stephen Lytle

SSHCA President
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HEIGHTS UNITES MUSIC 
& ART FESTIVAL A 

RESOUNDING SUCCESS!

This past February the South Seminole Heights Civic 
Association hosted the inaugural Heights Unites Music 
& Art Festival at Brew Bus Brewing. The event far 
exceeded expectations with over 1,200 attendees and 
netting about $8,000 for the civic association to invest 
in neighborhood improvement projects. Additionally, 
the SSHCA Board will be donating a portion of 
proceeds to endow a scholarship in the name of the 
homicide victims from SESH in late 2017. 

Feedback from the event was outstanding and attendees 
enjoyed the musical styling of over 16 different bands 
playing on professional outdoor stage as well as acoustic 
acts performing inside the brewery. Additionally, the 
event featured 12 local artists displaying and selling 
their work and a live mural curated by Heights Walls, 
a collective of artists committed to creating and adding 

artistic and professional murals throughout The Heights.

Heights Unites was an amazing success and checks 
another big goal off the list of the SSHCA Board: to 
create an annual signature event that would be a 
primary fundraising mechanism for the association. We 
couldn’t have done this without the support of our local 
volunteers, Brew Bus Brewing, and Microgroove, our 
own South Seminole Heights record store who helped 
book all of our talented acts.

Look for information to start coming out later this year 
and make sure to follow Heights Unites Music & Arts 
Festival on Facebook for updates and a chance at early 
bird ticket sales. The 2019 event is tentatively planned 
for 2/23/19 so mark your calendars now!



WHAT’S HAPPENING 
AT BROWARD 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL?
Spring is in the air and the teachers and students 
at our neighborhood school are jumping in feet 
first!  Besides state testing taking place during April 
there are still lots of other things going on, not the 
least of which is Broward’s annual fundraiser on 
Thursday April 12, the Broward Annual Spaghetti 
Dinner from 5:00pm-7:00pm.  And the teachers on 
the School Advisory Committee were quick to point 
out, this WILL NOT be cafeteria-style spaghetti, but 
rather home cooked by Ms. Clarice Parks, Broward 
Cafeteria Manager. Tickets are only $6.00 and can 
be pre-purchased at the school ONLY, as they need 
a count of those attending.  

Also, at the dinner, there will be 5 baskets which will 
be raffled off.  Tickets at $1.00 apiece or 6 for $5.00, 
available pre-purchase and also at the dinner.  The 
baskets are ‘themed’; Toys and Treats, Coffee and 
Chocolate, Gift Cards, Snack Foods, and School 
Supplies.  So SSH neighbors, Come to Dinner!!  We 
want all our neighbors to come out and support our 
school!

On April 5th, the 4th grade will have a speaker from 
Tampa Bay Lighting Foundation.  They are not saying 
who it is yet, but the message to the 4th graders will 
be about preparing for and encouraging them to do 
well on their upcoming testing.

On April 6th, Broward will host their Third Quarter 
Awards Ceremonies.

On May 11th, the school will host 5/11: Movies with 
Moms from 5:00pm-7:00pm.  And finally, on May 
17th, the 2nd through 4th grades will participate in a 
county-wide field trip, called Tampa Yankees Day at 
the Park and will go to the Tampa Tarpons baseball 
game at Steinbrenner Field.  They already have 
enough chaperones, I asked!  Also, on the 17th, the 
5th grade will participate in a county-wide event 
called JABiztown where 5th graders meet downtown 

and spend the day learning about economics, 
finance, and all things about the economy. 

As you can see, there is lots happening at our little 
neighborhood school; testing of course, but also 
some cool events.  And more importantly, neighbors 
are volunteering for reading groups with students, we 
love it!!

And one other thing…the school year has flown by…
the last day of school is fast approaching, May 25th!!

Testing Dates
•  4/2-13: iReady Diagnostic Grades 1st & 2nd
•  4/9-10: FSA- ELA 3rd Grade
•  4/16-20: FSA- Reading 4th & 5th Grade
•  4/23-27: FSA- Math 3rd,4th, & 5th Grade
•  4/30-5/4: iReady Diagnostic Grade 3
•  5/14-5/18: iReady Diagnostic Kindergarten

Brian Curry, SSHCA Board Delegate-at-Large, presents 
Jeanie Prewitt and Jessica Buchanan of the Broward 
Elementary School Advisory Committee with a $200.00 
check to support their Annual Father-Daughter Dance.



WHO WAS
IGNACIO HAYA?

 A Spaniard by birth and a Cuban 
sympathizer, Ignacio Haya played a huge role 
in the creation of Ybor City and, in turn, Tampa. 
Born in Escalante, Spain in 1842, Haya was born 
into a highly successful family. At the age of 18, he 
and his brother moved to the United States. Haya 
quickly established a cigar factory in New York 
with his new business partner, Serafin Sanchez. 
In 1867, Sanchez y Haya was formed. Sanchez 
y Hara was one of the first factories in the United 
States to bring quality Cuban cigars stateside. 
Sanchez y Haya had tobacco farms in Cuba that 
they would have their tobacco shipped from. Due 
to low wages of tobacco rollers, strikes became a 
common occurrence and it became clear to Haya 
that he needed to move his factory. But where?

 Haya would frequently vacation in Key 
West to avoid the winters of New York. One fateful 
afternoon, while talking with his friend Vicente 
Martinez-Ybor, two other friends stopped by to join 
them: Bernadino Gargol and Gavino Gutierrez. 
Gargol and Gutierrez had just left Tampa, having 
come down in the failed search for wild guava. 
While they didn’t find the guava they were looking 
for, they did find a city that was ripe for cigar 
production. Haya sent Sanchez down to Tampa to 
discuss bringing his factory down to the city. Ybor 
purchased 40 acres of land that, at the time, was 
just outside of Tampa city limits. Haya purchased 
land in the new city and opened the Sanchez and 
Haya Real Estate Company. Haya then built a new 
factory for Sanchez y Haya at the corner of 7th Ave 
and 15th St. 

 Haya had talked to a Tampa based banker, 
Thomas Taliaferro, who at the time was planning on 
closing the only bank in Tampa and moving up to 
Jacksonville. After Haya’s talk, Taliaferro decided 
to stay and give Haya and Ybor the line of credit 
they were looking for. This ended up being to 
Taliaferro’s benefit as he became a very wealthy 
man. But none of this is why Haya is known and 
celebrated in Tampa. You see, Haya and Ybor had 

both built their factories at the same time. Haya and 
Ybor had an agreement that they would both roll 
the first cigar. Unfortunately, when that date came, 
Ybor’s tobacco was holed up in Key West. Unable 
to roll a cigar, Ybor sat back and watched as the 
Sanchez y Haya factory produced Ybor City’s first 
cigar. The rest is history.

“The Tribune, speaking for the people of Tampa, 
pays tribute to the career of this strong man who 
has gone from among us so suddenly. Men like 
Ignacio Haya make a city great and Tampa cannot 
have too many of them.” – The Sunland Tribune, 
1906

By Mark Livingston



THANK YOU FOR JOINING 
OR RENEWING YOUR SSHCA 

MEMBERSHIP

RESIDENTIAL MEMBERSHIPS:
Patricia Alexander
Michael Alpizar
Dario & Jennifer Arena
Kendra Bailey & Mike Conze
Matt & Melissa Bailey
Milton Bennett
 Scott Brown & Susan Spurgeon
Peter & Gisela DeGolian
Thomas & Barbara Dietrich
Deborah Fenner
Shelly French
Christina Fritz
Steven Geisz
Daniella Geoghagan
Teresa Goldberg
Patrick Gore
Keith & Sharon Greene

Ken & Michelle Hacek
Jay & Lorena Hardwick
Kevin & Amy Jarman
Samantha Johnson & Andrew Metziere
Jessica Knutson
Milton Littlefield
Kathi Lopez
Jeffrey Manzutto & John Butler
Michael Marti & Mark McCarthy 
Mercede Martin
Elizabeth Mitchell & Richard Bittman
Jasmin Negron
Casey O’Connor
Pamela Parnell
Stephanie Petrucelli
Dianna Porter
Todd Porter
Alaine Procko-Oliveri

Sandy Ray
Kristin Rougeau 
Carmen Ruiz
Brian Russo
Jackie Santos
Rachel Sheets
Donna Stark
Carolyn & Matthew Tapie
Ellie & Brandon Ward
Meg Whitmer
Crystal Williams

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS:
Keller Williams Realty
The Lodge
Paci Realty
Seminole Heights Spa

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) 
is a non-partisan organization of community residents 
and business partners representing the South Seminole 
Heights neighborhood in Tampa, Florida. Our borders 
are Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Boulevard to the south, Florida Avenue to the east 
and the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to 

educate, promote and encourage civic pride and 
awareness of issues impacting the neighborhood in 
the area known as South Seminole Heights while 
revitalizing a sense of community in a safe and 
healthy residential neighborhood.” Thank you to the 
following residents and businesses who have joined 
or renewed their memberships with the SSHCA!

  

“Urban Cuts for
Urban Pups”



WHO TO CALL
SSHCA Information:  
Stephen Lytle– President 
(813) 403-9236 
info@sshca.org

Tampa Police - Non-Emergency  
(813) 231-6130

Code Enforcement 
(813) 274-5545

Flooding - Stormwater 
(813) 622-1901

Emergency Water Repair 
(813) 274-5744

Sewer/Wastewater 
(813) 274-8037

Landlord Disputes 
(813) 903-3430

Residential Permits - 
Construction  
(813) 274-3100

Emergency Tree Service 
(813) 274-5744

Parks and Recreation  
(813) 274-8615

You can also download the City 
of Tampa app on your phone for 
many of these services and more.

The Easter Bunny 
came to visit 

children at the 
Seminole Heights 

Spring Fling at 
Rivercrest Park.

SSHCA President Stephen Lyt le with the local 
resident and bir thday boy Armando at Heights 
Unites 2018.



UPCOMING EVENTS

APRIL
April 9th – Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Meeting Rooms

April 18th – SSHCA General Membership Meeting – 6:30 PM – Seminole Heights Library

April 19th – SSH Quarterly Resident Happy Hour – 5:30-8PM – Red Star Rock Bar

April 20th – Smoke Signals Glass Studio 1st Anniversary Party – 4PM – Smoke Signals

April 21st – Paint Your Heart Out – 7AM-3PM - 1212 E McBerry St, Tampa, FL 33603

April 21st – Brew Bus Brewing 2nd Anniversary Party – All Day – Brew Bus Brewing

April 21st – Record Store Day at Microgoove – All Day – Microgroove Records

April 28th – Seagrapes Wine and Food Festival – 8PM – The Florida Aquarium

MAY
May 4th–5th - Tampa Riverfest 2018 – 4PM- The Tampa Riverwalk 

May 5th – Weiner Dog Derby at Tampa Riverfest – 10AM – Curtis Hixon Riverfront Park

May 8th – Meat and Veggie Micro Market – 6-8PM – The Refinery (every Tuesday)

May 8th – Mothers Day Wreath Workshop – 630PM – Mortar & Pestle

May 12th – Grand Opening and Riverfront Rock – 12PM – Julian B Lane Riverfront Park



UPCOMING EVENTS

May 12th – Tampa Train Day – 10AM – 4PM – Tampa Union Station 

May 14th – Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Meeting Rooms

May 19th – Ancient Roots Art Show Opening – 6PM - Mergeculture

May 26th -27th – Tampa Bay Margarita Festival  - All Day - Curtis Hixon Riverfront Park

May 26th - Walk Tampa: Tampa Bay Black History Tour – 10 AM - Robert W. Saunders, Sr. Public Library

May TBD – South Seminole Heights Porch Party – If interested in hosting please reach out to info@sshca.org

JUNE
June 3rd – Sara Rose Band at The Indy – 6PM – The Independent Bar and Cafe

June 9th – Walk Tampa: The Ybor City Story – 10AM - Circulo Cubano de Tampa

June 11th – Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Meeting Rooms

June TBD - SSH Quarterly Resident Happy Hour – 5:30-8PM – Location TBD

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

& PHOTOGRAPHY

weaselwrks.com



GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 
BEING HELD 
APRIL 18TH

LOUISIANA PUMP STATION  
TO GET MAKEOVER

Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome all 
residents to our general membership meeting in April. 
If you have a topic you would like addressed please 
email info@ssha.org. Our speaker will be Parks and 

Recreation Director Paul Dial. 

SSHCA General Meeting: 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 6:30pm 

Seminole Heights Library Branch 
4711 N Central Ave, Tampa 

At the January General meeting for the SSHCA Eric 
Weiss, the Director of Tampa Wastewater, attended 
to discuss with residents an exciting upcoming project 
taking place in South Seminole Heights.

The Louisiana Pumping Station, which is located in the 
northwest portion of Rivercrest Park, is one of 25 pumping 
stations in the City of Tampa and the sixth of seven that 
will go through renovations. All of these pumping stations 
feed into the Howard F Curran treatment plant at the 
Port of Tampa, which is a 2 billion dollar facility that is 
considered to be the City of Tampa’s biggest financial 
asset. The Louisiana Pumping Station was built in 1950 
and in 1961 went through a renovation.  Like an old 
house, it requires lots of maintenance and the renovation 
for this pumping station is slated to begin in 2019.  The 
goal of this renovation is to make everything brand new 

again. When work begins, there will be a temporary 
construction fence erected and there will be some 
disruption to the part of the trail that runs near the plant 
due to replacement of underground pipe.

Once completed, there will also be new windows, 
doors, roof, stucco and painting of the building and 
the equipment will be much quieter. The city has 
also committed to installing new landscaping around 
the station and a black metal fence will replace the 
chain-link and will promote vines to grow so that the 
station will be better hidden.  If interested a copy of 
the powerpoint presentation from the meeting can be 
requested at info@sshca.org.



SOUTH SEMINOLE HEIGHTS 
BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 

RETURNING IN SPRING 2018 
We are pleased to announce that the SSHCA 
Beautification Award will make its triumphant 
return in Spring 2018 and beyond. The semi-
annual Award will be presented to residents who 
have made a positive impact on the neighborhood 
through recent improvements to their home and 
yard. This Award will recognize our neighbors who 
have gone above and beyond to enhance their 
residence and continue to make South Seminole 
Heights the amazing community that we are lucky 
enough to call home. The Award will be self or peer 
nominated and the winners will receive a special 
banner to hang from their home. If you want to enter 
the Beautification Award, please email resident and 
member Ryan M. Hill who is the new chair of the 
association’s Beautification Committee. 

At the next general meeting, Ryan will be 
informing the neighborhood of our new quarterly 
neighborhood cleanup program, our preventive 
maintenance initiative for the alleys, the Adopt A 
Park program and finally our plan for installing 
more street art. Our neighborhood is at its best 
when we have an active and engaged community 
that takes pride in giving back. If you would like 
to enter the Beautification Award, volunteer for 
our neighborhood cleanup program or the alley 
maintenance initiative or would be interested in 
volunteering in any way please reach out to Ryan 
M. Hill directly at ryanontheriver@gmail.com. 



JOIN
THE SOUTH 

SEMINOLE HEIGHTS
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

As an active, involved member of the association you have the opportunity to take part in the growth 
and development of your neighborhood. Your membership dues help fund community events, newsletters 

and neighborhood improvement projects.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• The Banner - SSH Quarterly Newsletter
• Quarterly Association Meeting
• Neighborhood Watch
• Quarterly Porch Parties
• Neighborhood Happy Hours
• Halloween Party at Rivercrest Park
• Holiday Concert with Santa
• Support of Other Neighborhood Causes
• Meet Your Neighbors!

RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Tampa’s FIRST Street Mural At Rivercrest Park
• Art Bench at Haya Linear Park
• Revival Of SSH “Beautification Award”
• 501(c)3 Status (Membership is tax-deductible)
• Purchase of Pet Chip Reader at Health Mutt For
  Neighborhood Use
• Increase in Park and Alley Cleanup
• Renewed Partnership with Broward Elementary
• Heights Unites Music & Art Festival

JOIN TODAY!
http://www.sshca.org/join

Annual Dues:
$12.00 - One Member Household
$20.00 - Two Member Household

$35.00 - Business Membership
(Additional Benefits)

For Questions Email: membership@sshca.org
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