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Beautification

Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival to
Benefit South Seminole Heights Community
Save this date: February
24 , 2018!
HeiCommNeighborhood
th

That is the day we hope to see many of our residents, their families, and friends
out at the Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival 2018. This event is a
collaborative effort between your South Seminole Heights Civic Association and
Brew Bus Brewing and is meant to bring our community together for a day of
fun, music, and philanthropy! 50% of all profits from the event will go to
support neighborhood improvement projects in South Seminole Heights, as well
as a scholarship fund named for the victims of the recent Southeast Seminole
Heights homicides.
Heights
Unites
will
feature over 16 bands
performing
on
a
professional
outdoor
stage in addition to a
private indoor stage for
solo and acoustic acts.
The list of performers is
diverse and was curated
by Microgroove owner
Keith Ulrey, with genres
that include Reggae,
Americana,
Roots,
Bluegrass, Indie, Folk,
and more. Additionally,
over 20 local artists will
showcasing and selling some of their best work throughout the day.
be
We hope this event is a huge success and continues to infuse a culture
appreciative of the arts into the eclectic Seminole Heights neighborhood.
Attendees will be able to purchase special edition poster prints, Heights Unites
shirts, a special craft beer brewed for this event created by the brewers at Brew
Bus Brewing, amazing food from The Eatery, and more. The event will also
feature a live mural painting coordinated by local Tampa Heights studio and
art space, Illsol. This is a family-friendly day of fun, so children under the age
of 12 are free with an accompanying adult.
For more information, search for “Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival” on
Facebook or check it out under the events tab on www.sshca.org. Tickets are on
sale now for $20; the price will increase the day of the show.

From the President
“Let’s Make South Seminole Heights The Best Together!”
One of the responsibilities that I enjoy the most as President of the South Seminole
Heights Civic Association is writing this article every quarter and sharing with our
neighborhood all the amazing things we have accomplished and have on the horizon. The
list is continually growing and the dedication of your SSHCA Board to take on new
projects and push to improve our community is monumental. I want to personally thank
and show appreciation for Lesley Curry (VP), Dawn Dayringer (Treasurer), Caren
Gaesser (Secretary), Brian Curry (Delegate), Steve Swiger (Delegate), and Sandy Ray
(Delegate) for all the time and effort they have put into this. If you see them out, give
them a pat on the back; it is well deserved.
Lately, our association was able to accomplish many things that truly showcase who we are as a community. For
those who were unable to attend the Trick or Treat event at Rivercrest Park, well let me tell you now, you missed
out! We doubled the number of neighbors who set up in the park and decorated their space for children to come
and trick or treat easily and safely in our area. Given the recent concerns in SESH, we expected a large crowd and
the children didn’t disappoint. I would say we easily had over a thousand children attend as the line was
continuous for at least 2 hours! This engagement and excitement about South Seminole Heights was duplicated
during our Holiday Concert at Rivercrest Park where the Sunshine Brass Band played a 90 -minute set of classic
Christmas music for around 100 attendees on a beautiful Sunday afternoon. This was our largest crowd for this
event to date, and Santa stayed busy meeting with all the children and pets that came out to enjoy our park!
In case you missed it on the front page, we have an amazing event coming up that the SSHCA is putting together
to raise funds to help with neighborhood improvement projects. Now that our association is officially recognized as
a 501(c)3, the door is open for us to move forward and drive fundraising efforts to help raise money and achieve
bigger and better goals each year. Heights Unites is our first major event and I hope we see all of you (and your
friends) out there supporting the community. If you want a warm-up to that event, please come out to the South
Seminole Heights Resident Happy Hour at Fodder & Shine on January 25th from 5:30 -8:30 pm. SSHCA members
will enjoy 2-for-1 wine and beer. As an association, we are also working on new events in the future that will be
more family friendly including a Movie Night at Rivercrest Park. We will release details on that once solidified.
Lastly, I just want to say how proud I am of our neighborhood. Our association has grown to over 100 residential
members, and over 25 business members - and every single person who joins helps us to reach our goals of making
a positive impact on the community. Over the past year, we added a beautiful street mural to our community,
donated to Broward Elementary students and teachers in need, collected canned goods for the food pantry,
donated to help feed first responders during their late nights in SESH, donated over $1,900 in essential items of
need to families at Christmas time, and continued to
showcase why we are one of the best neighborhoods in
the city of Tampa! Everyone has made me very proud
to lead this organization and I look forward to an even
better 2018!
If you haven’t taken the time to join, please do so
today. If you can’t afford membership, then volunteer
to help the board or come to meetings and make your
voice heard. Collectively we can all accomplish so much
and everyone has a part to play. Let’s make South
Seminole Heights the best together!

Stephen Lytle - SSHCA President

Neighborhood News
Take an Active Role in Community Improvement: The Civic
Association is Seeking Committee Chairs for Ambitious 2018
If one of your New Year’s resolutions is to get more involved or to volunteer more, the opportunity is here! Over
the last year the SSHCA Board was focused on setting clear expectations for our board members and aligning our
efforts to reach our three stated goals for the 2017/2018 cycle: Achieve federally recognized non-profit status
(Done), establish an annual signature event for our community (#HeightUnites is 2/24/18) , and to improve
walkability and pedestrian safety through the City of Tampa Complete Streets program (in progress).
However, progress was made through the tireless efforts of only a few, and we need your help now more than ever
to help the association continue to excel and improve our neighborhood in 2018.
The commitment is minimal, and we are a fun, non-stressful group with a unified love for South Seminole
Heights. Our board and chairs meet at 6 pm on the first Wednesday of each month to work on projects, plan
upcoming events, address resident concerns, and discuss
ways we can continually improve. If you want to get
involved but haven’t known where to start, the time is now.
If you are interested in learning more, reach out by doing
one of the following:




Email us at info@sshca.org
Attend any SSHCA Board Meeting
Attend any SSHCA General Meeting

The following positions are currently vacant and we are
looking for your support:

Beautification Chair: Responsibilities include organizing
neighborhood beautification and clean-up activities and
awarding the Beautification Award twice a year.

Events Chair: This position is a relatively easy position, but
requires good planning skills. Responsibilities include
organizing a diverse calendar of events that are inclusive of
all residents in South Seminole Heights. Some examples of
past events are happy hours, porch parties, events in the
parks, community yard sales, and more, but we are always
open to new ideas to get people involved!

Communications Chair: This position has responsibility for
the community newsletter and making sure clear and
consistent information is communicated to our residents
across a variety of mediums. We are open to new ideas in
this area, and we all work together to help this chair with
content and delivery.

Neighborhood News
Next General Membership Meeting Being Held January 17th
Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome all
residents to our general membership meeting in
January. If you have a topic you would like
addressed please email info@ssha.org. Upcoming
topics include Haya Linear Park Restoration,
HHS Rowing Team presentation to extend use of
Rivercrest Park, and more.
SSHCA Gen eral Meetin g :
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at 6:30pm
Seminole Heights Library Branch
4711 N Central Ave, Tampa

Board Members Participate in Traffic Study to Improve
Walkability and Safety in SSH: A Firsthand Account
On November 15, 2017, Brian Curry (Delegate) and Lesley Curry (Vice President) had the opportunity to
participate in the FDOT Heights Mobility Study on behalf of the SSHCA. The study which included the areas of
Florida Avenue and Highland Avenue from MLK North to Bird Street is a collaborative effort by engineering
firm Tindale Oliver, FDOT, City of Tampa and community and business leaders in Seminole Heights to improve
safety and mobility, develop and build public engagement and then ultimately to take action by incorporating the
community’s vision to develop a plan for improvements to the corridor. The following is Lesley’s account of the
day:

The tour brought me to a new level of awareness as it was an opportunity to view these corridors from other
perspectives whose day to day mode of transportation differs from mine. It was also nice to have the chance to
have a dialogue with the project engineers who reside in the area and live the day to day frustrations that some
of the problematic corridors present.
The intersection of Florida and Hillsborough Avenues is an obvious priority. While standing at this intersection,
the group witnessed two near accidents involving pedestrians and bicyclist in a span of 20 minutes. Needless to
say, when we finally moved on from that intersection, I was a bit shaken up. It wasn’t until witnessing these two
incidents that I realized that this is a part of others’ everyday
routine – making split second, life or death
[Type a quote
decisions to get somewhere quicker.
from the
document or the

This day also presented the opportunity to ride the bus for the first time in Tampa which was a surprisingly
summary
an happy to be involved with.
enjoyable experience. All in all, a super educational experience
thatofI was

interesting point.
If you would like to learn more about The Heights Mobility Study,
You canplease
positionvisit www.heightsmobility.com. This in
an informative website that includes a 5-minute surveytheabout
local pedestrian and transportation issues.
text box
Additionally, it includes an interactive map where you can anywhere
geographically
in the pinpoint areas of concern and review
previously submitted ideas from other neighbors.
document. Use
the Drawing

Neighborhood News
Thank You for Joining or Renewing Your SSHCA Membership
The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community residents
and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa, Florida. Our borders are
Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the south, Florida Avenue to the east and
the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to educate, promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of
issues impacting the neighborhood in the area known as South Seminole H eights while revitalizing a sense of
community in a safe and healthy residential neighborhood.” Thank you to the following residents and businesses
who have joined or renewed their memberships with the SSHCA!
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Elaine Abrahams
Joe Barron
Steve Barthelemy &
Michael Smith
Tiffany Bell
Herman Bips
Les Berty
April Burgess
John Campbell & Shirley
McGuiness
Brian Curry
Ike & Sarah Dale
Jake & Star Dyal
Tiffany Eason
Gary Ellsworth
Aleta & Orlando Fernandez
Christy Foster
Larry & Doris Gagner
Gerald Galentine
Brian & Stephanie Goe
Pat Graham
Lesli Hartnett
Ryan Hill






















Nanette Holland & Rick
O'Hara
Janet Hough
James Hypes
Felicia Keith & Lynor Romer
Stephen & Adrienne Lytle
Kathy & Britt Massing
John & Ellen Mizio
Kenn Myers & Mario Saverino
Pete Nuffer
Dave Palmer
Anthony Perez & Elvira Reys
Melissa Polo
Thomas Prince
Grisel Puertos & Chris
Scarantino
Mary Gail Russ
Anthony Scaglione Misty
Simmons
Emily & Steve Swiger
Betty Thomas & Jared Wrage
Kenneth Townsend
Tom & Gerri Willett

Business Memberships












Compu-Billing, Inc
Doublemint Sitting
Four Paws Sake
The Independent
London Heights British Pub
Red Star Rock Bar
Riverside Recovery of Tampa
Roost Realty
Smoke Signals
Tree Dog Roots & Salsa, LLC

"Urban Cuts for
Urban Pups"

Present this ad for $10 off any service

Neighborhood News
SSHCA Partners with Historic Broward Elementary School
SSHCA is a Community Partner with Broward Elementary School. Located on Osborne in the heart of South
Seminole Heights, the K-5 school is named for Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, who was elected Governor of Florida
in 1905 and oversaw the creation of Florida State University and the University of Florida. The school opened in
September, 1927 as migration from downtown Tampa moved north of the city.
Today, Broward serves approximately 382 students, approximately 90% of whom are African -American or
Hispanic. It is a Title I school, which means its 58-member staff serves a high percentage of economically
disadvantaged students who qualify for the Free and Reduced Price Lunch program.
Prior to the 2017-18 school year, SSHCA Vice President Lesley Curry and Delegate-at-Large Brian Curry (not
related) met with Principal Angela Livingston to discuss ways the SSHCA might partner with Broward. They also
met with School Counselor Renick Franklin, a key contact for all things happening at the school (grants,
partnerships, etc.), and “Mr. E.,” who manages HOST, a Hillsborough Schools After School program. The visit was
very positive and SSHCA’s offer to help was met with open arms.
Following that initial meeting, an organized school supplies drive led by SSHCA provided Broward with over
$1,000 in everything from notebooks to copy paper. The
meeting also helped facilitate further interactions
between Board members, community members, and
school teachers and staff.

Continued on top of next page…

Neighborhood News
SSHCA and Broward Elementary continued from Page 6…
The SSHCA has found a variety of way to engage Broward Elementary this fall. On August 10th, the first day of
school, Broward hosted a “Million Father March” in which supporters and SSHCA members met arriving students
with high-fives and clapping as the kids entered school grounds and then visited classrooms to offer students
encouragement and best wishes for a great school year. In October, Board members participated in the Annual
Broward Fall Festival where the SSHCA hosted a table that parents and teachers could visit to learn more about
our organization. Broward parents also participated in a tradition known as “trunk or treat,” lining their cars up
in the parking lot and opening trunks that are decorated and full of candy. Finally, in November, the SSHCA
participated in The Great American Teach-In, a national program held annually in which community members
visit schools and speak to students about careers, hobbies, travel, sports, or other personal experiences while
offering key messages about the importance of education.
Broward is working hard to create an environment where students feel safe and respected before, during, and
after school. They have adopted a school-wide classroom management program called CHAMPS to help students
become responsible, motivated, and highly engaged. As a result of the partnership between SSHCA and Broward,
Board member Brian Curry now serves on the Broward School Advisory Committee (SAC), which meets monthly
and is a great way to learn about everything from academic progress to upcoming events.
To fulfill their mission of “Broward Scholars have POWER! Participation, Organization, Wisdom, Effort,
Responsibility!” and their vision that “Every Broward student will succeed,” what Broward really needs is
volunteers. If you are interested in working with Broward, please contact Board Members Lesley Curry or Brian
Curry. And remember: “Get involved! Help our local school! Go Tigers!!”

Coming in 2018: Haya Linear Park to get a Makeover
Haya Linear Park will soon be getting an extensive makeover to reduce shoreline erosion, improve wildlife habitat
and water quality, and enhance safety for visitors and residents.
The $76,000 project, led by the non-profit Ecosphere Restoration Institute in partnership with the City of Tampa
and the South Seminole Heights Civic Association, will restore all 2,200 linear feet of the linear park shoreline.
About 700 feet of the bank has been severely eroded by boat wakes, and the steep bank now poses a safety risk to
park users, especially children.
The project will create an innovative “Living Shoreline” of natural materials such as boulders and wetland plants
to better absorb waves from boat wakes and provide foraging areas and shelter for small fish and wading birds.
Living Shorelines are an important tool for buffering the impacts of climate chan ge, providing a gradual slope
which allows the native plants to move up the bank with slowly rising waters. They also filter urban runoff. As
part of this project, the small drainage ditch that runs through the park, near West South Ave, will be widened
with sloping sides, then planted with wetland plants to slow and treat runoff before it flows to the river.
Ecosphere President Tom Ries will give a short presentation and answer questions about the Haya Linear Park
restoration at the Jan. 17 SSHCA meeting. SSH residents will have a direct opportunity to assist in the project
via volunteer workdays to remove non-native invasive plants and install native plants.
Data collection and subsequent design will begin in January with construction anticipated within 1 2 months..

Neighborhood News
South Seminole Heights Neighborhood Watch Updates
Neighborhood Watch is a crime prevention program that enlists the active
participation of residents in cooperation with law enforcement to reduce crime
in a community. Please report anything you may feel is suspicious. Any
information is always helpful to the department, whether it be today or in a
few weeks. It is our duty as a neighborhood and community to minimize
crime!
We want to take a moment and recognize the hard working community that
comes together and unites and grows stronger. We work hard to keep our
community safe and protected and we thank the members and leaders of our
neighborhood! We appreciate your participation, your support and your
willingness to keep our community safe.
Please always remember to be respectful to your community members and
fellow neighbors. If posting a suspicious activity on Facebook, please be sure
that you have either called 911 or the Non-Emergency number. For quick
reference, the number for District 3 Police Department is 813-231-6130.
The neighborhood watch committee has been working very hard to come up with different opportunities for
residents to get involved in the safety of our neighborhood. From attending meetings with the Tampa Police
Department to monitoring our South Seminole Heights Neighborhood Watch page on Facebook to attending
meetings with all neighborhood watch leaders in the greater heights area. Rest assured we are working hard to
make our neighborhood better and safer for all of our residents. If you would like to become involved in this
committee please email the association at info@sshca.org.

We
currently
have
neighborhood
watch
signs that can be used to
deter
any
potential
nuisances and to inform
neighbors of who they
should call for nonemergency
problems.
The signs look like the
image you see above and
will come with a yard
stake. They can be
ordered for $10 from our
neighborhood
watch
chair, Lara D’Amico. For
more details feel free to
email
her
at
Lara@PaciRealty.com.

Upcoming Events
January








January 14 th - Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School, 5000 N Central Ave,
Tampa, FL 33603 – Come see local vendors in front of our historic local high school.
January 17 th – SSHCA Gen eral Meetin g for Residen ts – 6:30 PM – Seminole Heights Library, 4711 N
Central Ave, Tampa, FL 33603. Speakers include:
o Thomas F. Ries - President, Ecosphere Restoration Institute - Haya Linear Park shoreline
restoration
o Javier Cuevas: Hillsborough High School Rowing Team – Extension of time for HHS to utilize
Rivercrest Park and have permanency
January 20 th – Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Association Porch Party – 6:30-9 PM - 331 W Hanna
Ave, Tampa, FL 33604
January 21st – Brew Bu s Mon th ly Bru n ch – Brew Bus Brewing – 11AM – 4101 N Florida Ave, Tampa,
Florida 33603 - Pre-purchase tickets online.
January 25 th - SSH Commu n ity Happy Hou r – 5:30-8:30 PM – Fodder & Shine, 5910 N Florida Ave,
Tampa, FL 33604. SSHCA members get 2 for 1 draft beer and glasses of wine. Come meet your neighbors!

Upcoming Events
February





February 7th - Monthly SSHCA Board Meeting – 6PM – Seminole Heights Library - 4711 N Central Ave,
Tampa, FL 33603. Residents are always welcome to attend and share concerns with board.
February 11 th - Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School - 5000 N Central
Ave, Tampa, FL 33603 – Come see local and check out the Mac and Cheese cook off!
February 12 th – TPD Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Civic Center - 1200 E Lake
Ave, Tampa, FL 33605. Meet TPD and SSH Neighborhood Watch and share concerns or volunteer to help.
February 24 th – Heights Unites Music & Arts Festiv al – Brew Bus Brewing - 4101 N Florida Ave, Tampa,
Florida 33603 – 16+ Bands, 20+Local Artist, Craft Beer, Live Mural - Pre-purchase tickets online.

March




March 7th - Monthly SSHCA Board Meeting – 6PM – Seminole Heights Library - 4711 N Central Ave,
Tampa, FL 33603. Residents are always welcome to attend and share concerns with board.
March 12th - TPD Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Civic Center - 1200 E Lake Ave,
Tampa, FL 33605. Meet TPD and SSH Neighborhood Watch and share concerns or volunteer to help.
March TBD – South Seminole Heights Porch Party – Date and Location TBD.

**PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES AND ADDITIONAL EVENTS: WWW.SSHCA.ORG

The Back Page
Who to Call
SSHCA Information:
Stephen Lytle– President
 813-403-9236
 info@sshca.org

Around the Heights!!!
< < < < SSHCA Board Members
at the Rivercrest Park Trick or
Treat Event on Halloween!

Tampa Police – Non-Emergency
 813-231-6130
Code Enforcement
 (813) 274-5545
Flooding - Stormwater
 (813) 622-1901
Emergency Water Repair
 (813) 274-5744
Sewer/Wastewater
 (813) 274-8037
Landlord Disputes
 (813) 903-3430
Residential Permits - Construction
 (813) 274-3100
Emergency Tree Service
 (813) 274-5744
Parks and Recreation


813-274-8615

You can also download the City of
Tampa app on your phone for many
of these services and more.

SSH Residents enjoying the day at Taste
of the Heights 2017 in SESH! > > > >

< < < < Some of our smaller SSH
Neighbors on West Frierson St
opened a Free Little Library at
their home. Go check it out!

