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South Seminole Heights Residents Paint 
Tampa’s First Street Mural 

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association and the City of Tampa 

brought to fruition an idea that started over two years ago, the city’s first 

painted street mural at the intersection of North River Boulevard and 

West Louisiana Avenue in South Seminole Heights. In addition to adding 

public art, the street mural also instills community pride and uniqueness, 

while acting as a traffic calming measure increasing pedestrian safety and 
walkability in the neighborhood. 

The mandala design for the street mural was chosen by residents from a 

pool of artists who had submitted designs for consideration. Catherine 

Thomas, the local artist who made the winning design says “the mural 

was designed to represent the beauty and vibrancy of the Seminole 

Heights community… Since this is a community project, I felt as though a 

mandala would be a great symbol of bringing the community together to 

create something beautiful that everyone will be able to enjoy, while also 

learning something along the way.” 

 

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association Board would like to thank 

all of our neighbors who helped volunteer to paint this project. We would 

also like to thank Past President Donna Stark for getting this idea off the 

ground, William Porth with City of Tampa Transportation who was key in 

navigating requirements with the city, Hillsborough County for the 

neighborhood mini grant to help fund this project, Shumake, Loop, & 

Kendrick, LLP for their private donation, Councilman Mike Suarez for his 

support and helping paint as well, and the many others who were involved 
in making this fantastic project a reality. 

 

 

https://mantrasandmandalas.com/
https://mantrasandmandalas.com/
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“Let’s Make South Seminole Heights The Best Together!” 
 

One of the best parts about having the opportunity to serve as President of 

the South Seminole Heights Civic Association is getting to meet all of our 

neighbors who make up our diverse neighborhood. Whether it is a transplant 

to the neighborhood or someone who has grown up and always lived in the 

neighborhood I am always impressed with how much people care about 

making our community better and stronger and the pride of Seminole 

Heights. It’s the people who make our area truly special and when we work 
together we can accomplish so much. 

Likewise, your SSHCA Board has been able to accomplish many tasks in an effort to stay focused on 

our goals. Recently, the efforts of Brian Curry paid off when we officially became a 501(c)3 and now any 

donations to the association are tax deductible. We have also been actively addressing transportation 

issues and FDOT will be presenting at our next general meeting about the Heights Mobility Study 

focused on Florida Avenue and Tampa Street between Downtown and the Hillsborough River. It is 

great to be included in these conversations and while your leadership board will undoubtedly do a good 

job, I want to personally encourage you to get active and find ways to involve yourself in the growth and 

positive change taking place in South Seminole Heights. 

 

There is some really exciting news I want to share though. We have officially announced a 

neighborhood signature event: The Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival! 

 

The inaugural Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival will take place on February 24, 2018 at Brew Bus 

Brewing in beautiful Seminole Heights. This annual event is a partnership between the South Seminole 

Heights Civic Association and Brew Bus Brewing to raise funds for neighborhood improvement projects 

in Seminole Heights. We will be releasing more details soon, but you can expect the following: Awesome 

local musicians, amazing local artists, a limited edition craft beer created for this event, a limited 

edition t-shirt celebrating the event, and much, much more.  Tickets will be on sale soon, but if you are 

interested in volunteering, being a part of the planning committee, or are an artist or musician 

interested in performing please reach out to me directly at Info@sshca.org. 

 

Finally, we have a lot of really great ways for you to get involved in the neighborhood coming up . From  

Trick or Treating at Rivercrest Park, the annual 

holiday decorating contest and brass band 

concert at Rivercrest Park with special guest 

Santa!, Sunday Market, porch parties, quarterly 

happy hours, and more on the horizon there is 

no lack of opportunity to stay in touch. Come out 

and meet new friends, socialize with neighbors, 

and be a part of what makes our neighborhood 

so special! 

 

Stephen Lytle  

President 
South Seminole Heights Civic Association 

mailto:Info@sshca.org
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New Beautification Chair Named for the SSHCA 

In the last quarter the South Seminole Heights Civic Association Board named resident and member 

Beth Jones to chair of the associations Beautification Committee.  

Beth has some really good ideas in the works but the most exciting is that she will be spear heading 

the revival of the South Seminole Heights Beautification Award. This award will be presented to 

neighbors who have gone above and beyond to take care of their property and make South Seminole 

Heights a beautiful community to call home. This award will be self or peer nominated and be 

awarded each Spring and Fall with a special banner to hang from the winners home. 

Additionally, she will be planning neighborhood cleanups to help keep our parks free of litter and 

clean to visitors. We want to take pride in our neighborhood and encourage you be a part of our 

success! 

 Finally, Beth will soon be addressing the overgrown 

alleys in our neighborhood. We will be partnering 

with code enforcement to assure that the alleys are 

clean of trash, maintained to prevent overgrowth, 

and safe to walk/drive down. This will help create a 

safer environment in our neighborhood as criminals 

cannot use the alleyways for cover if they are lit up, 

clean, and being used actively.  

We can’t make our neighborhood its best without 

you though. If you are interested in volunteering to 

help with any of our projects, the beautification 

award, or helping the committee in general please 

reach out to Beth Jones directly at 

jones4aflac@gmail.com. 

 

Present this ad for $10 off any service  

mailto:jones4aflac@gmail.com
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Info about Our General Membership Meeting on 10/18 

Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome 

all residents to our general membership 

meeting in October. If you have topics you 

would like addressed please email 

info@ssha.org. For more details please see 

below: 

SSHCA General Meeting: 

Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 6:30pm 

Seminole Heights Library Branch 
4711 N Central Ave, Tampa 

[Type a quote 

from the 

document or the 

summary of an 

interesting point. 

You can position 

the text box 

anywhere in the 

document. Use 

the Drawing 

Tools tab to 

mailto:info@ssha.orf
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Thank You for Joining or Renewing Your SSHCA Membership 
 

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community 

residents and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa, 

Florida. Our borders are Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the 

south, Florida Avenue to the east and the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to educate, 

promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of issues impacting the neighborhood in the area 

known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of community in a safe and healthy 

residential neighborhood.” Thank you to the following residents and businesses who have joined or 

renewed their memberships with the SSHCA! 

 

 
Resident Memberships 

 Gabrielle Ayala 

 Les Berty 

 Stephanie Kravatas-Bond 

& Jeremichael Bonds 

 Kristin & Wes Burdette 

 Bertram Crawford 

 Cristina Burroughs & 

Josh Heitel 

 Mel Coppola 

 Marissa Cook & Jason 

Woodell 

 Beth Musto Jones 

 Dawn Dayringer 

 Pete Elgers & Julie 

Undella 

 Ed Fernandez 

 Matthew Fournier 

 Amanda Gammons 

 Luvy Garcia & Chris 

McCann 

 Christy Gore 

 

 Carla & Joel Gormon 

 Jenny Hall 

 Jessica & Kevin Hall 

 Jay & Lorena Hardwick 

 Seth Jenson 

 Ramin Khazami 

 Terrill & Diane Labit 

 Jeanne Lavettre 

 Jeff & Carla Lenkerd 

 Kisha & Michael Linebaugh 

 Milton Littlefield 

 Ashley & Thomas Meeke 

 Stephanie Miksch 

 John & Patricia Moll 

 Karen & John Morgan 

 Sam Mortellaro 

 Nancy Natilson & Andrew 

Rock 

 Jennifer Oliver 

 Tony Perilla 

 Gloria Roberts 

 

 

 Odette & Mark Soril 

 John Mark Thrasher 

 Zac & Stephanie Tomlinson 

 

Business Memberships 

 Calvery Services 

 Coldwell Banker 

 D&D Antiques 

 Fodder & Shine 

 Heights Urban Core Chamber 

 Tampa Bay Markets 

 The Financial Well 

 The Refinery 

 Tire World 

 Urban Tails Grooming 

 

"Urban Cuts for  

Urban Pups" 
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2018 Property Taxes Increasing, Reduced from Proposed Rates 
It wasn’t easy, quick or pretty, but the Tampa City Council voted in late Septmeber to make another 

reduction to Mayor Bob Buckhorn’s proposed property tax increase for 2018. As a result, Tampa’s 

property tax rate will rise next year from $5.73 to $6.21 in city taxes for every $1,000 in assessed, taxable 

property value.  

  

That means a homeowner whose house is assessed at the city average o f $166,579 and has a homestead 

exemption will pay about $91 more next year. To make the new tax rate work, the $969.2 million budget 

will not carry forward $2.1 million that had been earmarked to help cover debt payments that ar e 

expected to shoot up over the next six years. The city also will cut $1.1 million from the increased 

spending that Buckhorn had proposed for the parks, transportation and facilities maintenance 

departments. 

  

Buckhorn’s proposal was the city’s first increase to the millage rate in 29 years. Council members who 

supported the tax increase said they didn't like the situation, but said the city couldn't do nothing." If 

some of this is not addressed in this budget, then next year will be even worse,” council member Charlie 

Miranda said. And indeed, with no money being 

  

And indeed, with no money being carried forward to help cushion the blow in future years, city finance 

officials say an even bigger tax increase of .56 mills may be needed to close a revenue shortfall of nearly 

$13.6 million in 2019. 

  

carried forward to help cushion the blow in future 

years, city finance officials say an even bigger tax 

increase of .56 mills may be needed to close a 

revenue shortfall of nearly $13.6 million in 2019. 
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At the City of Tampa’s request and working closely with FDOT, the Metropolitan Planning Organization 

kicked off a study in February 2015 to evaluate various design options for the one way pair of Florida 

Avenue and Tampa/Highland Street. The evaluation of the alternatives included how each provides safe 

access between Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods for transit users, walkers and cyclists; how 

the corridors would function as a “main street” and commercial district; if the alternatives allow them to 

continue to function as a regional transportation corridor; and how well the configurations contribute to 

the City’s public realm. 

 

A project advisory group of local and state representatives developed criteria used to compare the 

benefits of each alternative to the others. After reviewing the existing conditions on the two corridors, a 

number of different road configurations were identified for evaluation. We have made room on our 

agenda to allow for these topics and their impact on area to be discussed with residents. The Florida 

Department of Transportation, along with a consulting team from Tindale Oliver, will be presenting at 

the next SSHCA General Meeting on October 18th at the Seminole Heights Library. They  will be kicking 

off the Heights Mobility Study focused on Florida Avenue and Tampa Street between Downtown and the 

Hillsborough River. 

 

FDOT Presenting at the October General Meeting  

Annual Holiday Decorating Contest and Holiday Concert 
 When it comes to the holidays in South Seminole Heights it is our community pride and engagement 

that really shines. We love to see the how the neighborhood transforms and everyone embraces  the 

holiday season! This year the South Seminole Heights Civic Association will be hosting the 4 th Annual 

Holiday Decorating Contest. We have had some great competition the last three years, but hope to see 

even more participation as we showcase our holiday spirit 

 

Up for grabs will be hundreds of dollars in gift certificates to local bars, restaurants, and businesses in 

the area. First place will take a hefty amount of those with prizes also being awarded to Second and 

third place. Decorations will be judged on the evening in December and judged on quantity, 

organization, cleanliness, and holiday spirit.   

 

Winners will be announced at the Annual Holiday Concert in Rivercrest Park in December. The date is 

still TBD but this year we will continue to extend the concert to 90 minutes featuring the Sunshine 

Brass Band. Bring a picnic basket and enjoy a concert in the park with neighbors. Santa Claus will be 

present for pictures with the children and pets of the neighborhood! 

 

Be on the lookout for more details in the near future on our facebook page and website. We will 

announce dates as soon as they are confirmed.  
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Trick or Treat in South Seminole Heights’ Rivercrest Park  

If there is one thing we love to do, it is listen to our 

neighbors and come up with solutions to make our 

community have a more neighborly feel. Over the last 

few years we have noticed that our residents on the 

North and South ends of the neighborhood typically 

don’t see as many Trick or Treaters as those around 

Rivercrest Park and Osbourne Avenue. For the second 

year in a row the South Seminole Heights Civic 

Association has worked with Tampa Parks and 

Recreation to allow extended hours at Rivercrest Park 

on Halloween. 

 

These extended hours will allow residents in the area to 

set up a table along the walkways in the park along 

Osbourne Avenue to give out candy to Trick or 

Treaters. We highly encourage people to decorate 

around their table, dress up for the kids, and really 

show the pride in our neighborhood!  

  

We would love to see 

this event be a 

success and grow 

into a larger event in 

future years! For 

those coming to set 

up a trick or treat 

table we ask you be 

set up by 630 and 

close down by 9 pm. 

 

 

For more 

information please 

reach out to the 

association at 
info@sshca.org.  

If you already have a good amount of Trick or Treaters who come to your home then feel free to 

continue your celebration from home, but if you’d like to come out and celebrate with neighbors, and 

see all the wonderful Trick or Treaters then we would love to have you. 

 

Share the news with your friends, neighbors, and local children who would love to get more candy! 

 

Share the news with your friends, neighbors, and local children who would love to get more candy! We 

would love to see this event be a success and grow into a larger event in future years! For those coming 

to set up a trick or treat table we ask you be set up by 630 and close down by 9 pm. 

 

For more information please reach out to the association at info@sshca.org.  

mailto:info@sshca.org
mailto:info@sshca.org
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October 
 October 4th – Monthly SSHCA Board Meeting – 6PM – Seminole Heights Library 

 October 10th – TPD Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Civic Center 

 October 17th – 3rd  Tuesday Lunch & Learn – 11:30 AM – Seminole Heights Library 

 October 18th – SSHCA General Meeting for Residents – 6:30 PM – Seminole Heights Library 

o Speakers: 

o Stephen Benson - Florida Department of Transportation - Heights Multimodal Vision and 

Implementation Plan,  

o Thomas F. Ries - President, Ecosphere Restoration Institute - Haya Linear Park shoreline 

restoration 

 October 28th  - Illuminated - Blacklight Art, Musicians, Costume Contests – Illsol - 2744 N Florida 

Ave, Tampa, Florida 33602 

 October 31st – Trick or Treat at Rivercrest Park – Neighbors are encouraged to dress up, set up a 

table, and hand out candy to Trick or Treaters along the walkways in Rivercrest Park. -630-9PM 
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November 
 November 1st – Monthly SSHCA Board Meeting – 6PM – Seminole Heights Library 

 November 12th -  Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School 

 November 14th – TPD Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Civic Center 
 

December 

 December 6th – Monthly SSHCA Board Meeting – 6PM – Seminole Heights Library 

 December 12th  - TPD Neighborhood Watch Meeting – 6:30 PM – Ragan Park Civic Center 

 December 13th -  Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School  

 December TBD – Holiday Decorating Contest Judging – Make sure all your holiday decorations 

are up to be included in the contest for a chance to win hundreds of dollars in gift certificates to 

local businesses. 

 December TBD - Annual Holiday Concert in Rivercrest Park – 90 minute show by the Sunshine 

Brass Band with a 20 minute intermission – Come out and meet other neighbors, take pictures 

with Santa, and enjoy the cooler weather in Rivercrest Park. 

**PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES ON DATES/TIMES: WWW.SSHCA.ORG 
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Who to Call 

 
SSHCA Information: 

 Stephen Lytle– President 

813-613-0419 

 

City Council (District 6) 

 Guido Maniscalco 

813-274-7071 

 

Tampa Police – Non-Emergency 

 813-231-6130 

 

Neighborhood Enhancement: 

 Debris in the Street  

(813) 622-1940 

 Flooding - Stormwater  

(813) 622-1901  

 Landlord Disputes  

(813) 903-3430  

 Residential Permits - 

Construction Services  

(813)  274-3100  

 Sewer Problems - 

Wastewater  

(813) 274-8037  

 Emergency Tree Service  

(813) 274-5744  

 Emergency Water Repair  

(813) 274-5744  

 

Construction Without Permit 

 City of Tampa Construction 

Services  

(813)274-3100 

 

Parks and Recreation 

 813-274-8615 

 

 

You can also download the City of 

Tampa app on your phone for many 

of these services and more.  

 

 

Rivercrest Park to Receive New Docks 
SSHCA President, Stephen Lytle, met with Greg Bayor, Director 

of Tampa Parks and Recreation to discuss the condition of our 
docks at Rivercrest Park in more detail recently.  

Greg recently visited the area and has committed that during this 

fiscal year Parks and Rec will remove our old, dilapidated docks 

and replace them with new docks that are safer and more durable. 

The new docks will allow increased boat docking and 

fishing. Additionally, conversations have begun to explore the 

possibility to have a docking area for the Pirate Water Taxi, 
allowing residents to engage the river to downtown Tampa.  

We were originally expecting two years for replacement and that 

has been cut in half. We expect to see some movement on this 

prior to end of the year and the SSHCA Board will be working 
closely with the city on design and implementation. 

 



 

 


