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South Seminole Heights Home Values 
Expected to Continue Increasing in 2016 

Looking for the Tampa Bay neighborhood forecast to show the biggest 

increase in home values in 2016? According to Zillow, if you check out 

Seminole Heights you won’t be let down.  Our historic neighborhood 

continues to attract buyers with its charming bungalows, restaurants, 

brewpubs and independent businesses. According to Zillow, values across 

all of  Seminole Heights are forecast to rise 4.7 percent this year  
 

Trulia, a competitor to Zillow, details our neighborhood of South 

Seminole Heights more specifically. The website reports that the median 

sales price for homes in South Seminole Heights for Oct 15 to Jan 16 was 

$164,350, an increase of 26.5% compared to the prior year. Sales prices 

have appreciated 207.2% over the last 5 years in South Seminole 

Heights, Tampa. The median sales price of $164,350 for South Seminole 

Heights is 5.55% lower than the median sales price for Tampa FL. 

Average listing price for homes on Trulia in South Seminole Heights was 

$222,623 for the week ending Jan 27. The average price per square foot 

for homes in South Seminole Heights was $161 in the most recent 

quarter, which is 31.97% higher than the average price per square foot 

for homes in Tampa. 

mailto:destark@gmail.com
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Happy New Year South Seminole Heights Residents!  
 

New Year’s is often used as a time for personal reflection, 

evaluation and goal setting and SSHCA is taking time in the 

first quarter to go through this process.   We will be working to 

activate committees, prioritize our projects and concerns and try 

to continue building our membership.  

 

Sounds boring, right?  

 

In reality, it is anything but.  This is an exciting time to live in 

South Seminole Heights – we have new homes and residential 

structures being built, new neighbors moving in, and many 

independent businesses and restaurants opening their doors in  

 nearby vicinities.  Along with the growth and new opportunities that accompanies these changes, I have 

also observed fear – fear that we will lose our values and identity or that our neighborhood will no 

longer reflect them.   

 

To that end, I would like to ask you to think about what an ideal South Seminole Heights should be… 

how does it look?  How does it feel?  How does it act and what is its personality?  

 

I then would ask you to share your vision with us and your fellow members at our upcoming general 

and board meetings or via e-mail, NextDoor and/or the Facebook Group (Search for “South Seminole 

Heights Community” on Facebook to find it).   Often the best way to mitigate fear is to acknowledge it 

and have an open discussion.  We will not all always agree with each other, nor should we set that as 

an end goal.  After all, if we were all the same, then Seminole Heights would be boring and Seminole 

Heights is NEVER boring. However, SSHCA can facilitate the conversation and provide a safe and 

respectful forum in which to speak.  This, in turn, will enable us to find the middle gro und and 

determine where and how we want to evolve ultimately allowing SSHCA to create meaningful events 

and interactions with you as well as faithfully representing and communicating our ideas and concerns 

to those outside of our immediate neighborhood: City of Tampa, other government agencies, other 

neighborhood associations, local businesses and community leaders. 

View of the Seminole Heights Theatre in 
1926. Now the abandoned Praise Cathedral 

located on Florida Avenue. 
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Congrats: 2nd Annual Holiday Decorating Contest Results! 

The 2nd Annual South Seminole Heights Holiday Decorating Contest was a success!  Thank you to 

those in our community who decorated for the holidays.  The following homes were recognized this 

year: 

 

 Grand prize winner was 210 West Giddens Avenue (pictured below).   

 Honorable Mentions went to 328 W Haya, 4101 N Lynn, 325 W Haya, and 214 W Giddens. 

 

The SSHCA would like to thank the following companies for their donations as contest prizes: Jet City 

Seminole Heights, A Modern Line, YesterDazed, Forever Beautiful Salon & Day Spa, Astatula 

Candle, Co., Cleanse Apothecary, Independent Bar and Café, Red Star Rock Bar, Tampa Metro Pets, 

Bali Bay Trading Company, Tampa Spine & Wellness, Ichicoro, and Angry Chair Brewing. 
 

 

 

210 West Giddens Avenue – Winner of the 
2015 Holiday Decorating Contest 

 
 
 

The Sunshine Brass Band Performing at the 
Annual Holiday Concert in Rivercrest Park 

 
 
 

Do-It-Yourself Home Improvement Scholarships Available 
Home improvement scholarships are now available to qualified City of Tampa Water Department 

customers through a partnership with Hillsborough County Public Schools. The eight-week (16 

sessions) Home Improvement courses are being taught at the D.G. Erwin Technical Center (HiTEC) 

located at 2010 East Hillsborough Avenue. Seating is limited.  

 

The voucher issued for the Home Improvement course, which covers topics from plumbing to electrical 

to construction, covers $166 of the tuition fees, leaving the student responsible for just $50 (a $216 

value) to complete registration. 

 

Visit tampagov.net/DIY or call (813) 274-8121, option #5, for more information about obtaining a 

voucher to attend the eight-week Home Improvement course, courtesy of the Tampa Water 
Department. 
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Info about Our General Membership Meeting on 4/20 

If you're reading our newly revived newsletter, taken a glance at our face book pages or attended one of 

our events recently then you've already experienced the value of membership. Members of the SSHCA 

Board are volunteers that dedicate multiple hours every month holding meetings, planning events, and 

attending community meetings to advocate and keep current with changes that affect our 

neighborhood.  As a result we've developed relationships and lines of communication with City leaders & 

law enforcement.  If you've experienced a problem with City services or have an issue in the 

neighborhood, we're here to help!  

  

It's the strong sense of community that sets us apart from most neighborhoods and we want to continue 

fostering that growth. The SSHCA is a membership driven organization and our voice gets louder with 

every new member. This is your neighborhood; we want your pride, opinions and involvement.  Only 

members are allowed to vote on board elections and situations.  It also brings networking opportunities, 

keeps you abreast of community happenings, and provides a sense of place to meet your fellow neighbors 

and develop lasting relationships.  So if you haven't joined or maybe forgot to renew your membership in 

October, we would sincerely appreciate your support.  We operate on a shoe string budget filling the 

gaps with advertising & fund raising events, but membership fees fund the bulk share of events that 
 

Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome 

all resident to our general membership 

meeting on April. Please see the details 

below: 

General Meeting: 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at 6:30pm 

Seminole Heights Library Branch, Rm 123 

4711 N Central Ave, Tampa 

we plan each year.  Annual Membership is only 

$12 for a single household, $20 for a family, $35 

for a business and can be conveniently 

submitted via paypal at: www.sshca.org/join.   

We also need committed volunteers, so if you're 

interested in giving back or have any other 

questions please stop by at one of our monthly 

meetings or email us at: 

southseminoleheightsca@gmail.com.  

If you haven't had a chance to attend one of our 

events or meetings, we hope to see you 

soon.  Thanks again for your continued support 

& Happy New Year!! -Matt Bailey VP   

Why Should You Get Involved in the Civic Association?   

http://www.sshca.org/join
mailto:southseminoleheightsca@gmail.com
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South Seminole Heights has been benefitting from a positive real estate market recently and we have 

seen new homes and new neighbors that we have welcomed with open arms. We appreciate all of our 

neighbors, but whether old or new sometimes issues arise we may not know how to handle directly. We 

have recently appointed a new peer to peer chair to help guide neighbors through these issues. 

 

Diana Porter has been living in South Seminole Heights for 25 years and “just loves it here!” As the 

peer to peer chair Diana will help residents navigate neighborhood issues or complaints on a local level 

before we need to refer it more seriously to neighborhood relations or code enforcement. If you have 

issues or questions around historic overlay policies, overgrowth, abandoned structures, code, etc. please 

reach out to her with the proper details and she will lead the SSHCA board to address your concerns.  

 

Our commitment is to work with everyone to maintain and improve our charming and historical 

neighborhood. The old Tampa charm is what attracted us to this area and we know we all w ill work 

together in an effort to conserve the historical ambiance of South Seminole Heights. "A rising tide floats 

all boats" and our neighborhood is definitely on the rise! We all stand to benefit from increased property 

value and the civic pride that comes from working together in small ways in order to accomplish a 

lasting benefit. Please contact Diana at 813-924-0385 or dporter38@yahoo.com if you need help with 

anything.  
 

 

Neighbor Relations: How to Handle Issues or Complaints 
 

Thank You to Our Newest Members of the Civic Association 
 

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community 

residents and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa, 

Florida. Our borders are Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the 

south, Florida Avenue to the east and the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to educate, 

promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of issues impacting the neighborhood  in the area 

known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of community in a safe and healthy 

residential neighborhood. Thank you to the following residents and business that have joined or renewed 

their memberships with the SSHCA! 

 

 Resident Memberships 

 Eric Bialik 

 Alexandria Chavez 

 Holly Stoeckle 

 Charlotte Kocian 

 Kenn Myers 

 Ryan McGuire 

 Megan McGuire 

 Jody Towles 

 Maryilyn Whitfield 

 Theresa Chi-Bermudez 

 Tiffany McDowell 

 Angelo McDowell 
 

 Janet Hough 

 Adrienne Cicirello 

 Stephen Lytle 

 Donna Stark 

 

 

Business Memberships 

 Tampa Bay Markets 

 Rabbit Hole Escape Games 

 Roost Realty 

 

 

mailto:dporter38@yahoo.com
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SWEEP Coming to South 
Seminole Heights in April 

The City of Tampa Department of Solid Waste & 

Environmental Program Management’s SWEEP 

services team collects approximately 2,893 tons of 

miscellaneous debris annually. This program is 

reserved for residential customers with active 

refuse accounts residing in single-family homes 

and multi-unit properties (four units and less). 

SWEEP will be servicing our neighborhood April 

18-22nd. For more info visit 

http://www.tampagov.net/solid-

waste/programs/sweep.  

 

Set Out Requirements: 

Items must be placed at curbside, on the right of 

way in front of your residence by the designated 

time. Items placed in front of vacant homes, or lots 

will be treated as illegal dumping, and will not be 

collected by the SWEEP team. To prevent damage 

and injury to equipment, property, and personnel 

please avoid placing items under low hanging tree 

limbs; on or near electrical/phone lines, water 

meters, and utility boxes. 

 

Set Out Times: 

 The earliest that items may be placed 

curbside is 5-days prior to the first day of a 

SWEEP clean-up. 

 All SWEEP items must be set out NO 

LATER than 6:00 a.m. 

 

Acceptable Debris/Materials: 

 Household appliances 

 Furniture 

 Mattresses 

 Tires without rims (up to 4) 

 Carpet 

 Yard waste (cut down to 4’ lengths) 

 Barbecue grills 

 Toilets 

 Railroad ties (cut down to 4’ lengths) 

 

Items NOT accepted:   

 Building materials (sheds, fences, tile, 

pipe, wood/plywood, brick, concrete 

blocks, roofing material, doors, windows, 

drywall)  

 Hazardous Materials & Electronics* 

 Pressurized gas cylinders 

  Explosives/ammunition 

 Liquid waste (paints, solvents, oil or 

fuels*)  

 Metal drums 

 Tires with rims 

 Boats 

http://www.tampagov.net/solid-waste/programs/sweep
http://www.tampagov.net/solid-waste/programs/sweep
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Have you ever wondered what life is like through the eyes of a Tampa police officer?  Have you ever 

thought about whether you could endure the tactical courses that the police officers have to complete?  

Have you ever wanted to ride along with a police officer while on patrol?  If you answered yes to any or 

all of these questions, then the Tampa Citizen’s Academy may be for you.  

 

What is the Tampa Citizen’s Academy you ask?  It is a course designed for Tampa residents to allow 

them to get a first-hand perspective on what police officers have to go through-from their experience in 

police officer training to what goes into investigating a crime.  Members will also get the opportunity to 

meet the K-9 team and witness the CSI Team in action.   

 

South Seminole Heights currently has 2 residents enrolled in the next Citizens Academy: Lesley Curry, 

your Neighborhood Watch Chair, and Stephen Lytle, SSHCA Secretary. This academy is a nine week 

course that takes place every Tuesday.  The maximum class size is 30 members.  The start dates of the 

next class have not been solidified, but if you are interested, please call 813-242-5406 today as spots are 
filling up fast! 

Neighborhood Watch: TPD’s Citizens Police Academy 

Tampa Citizens  in Citizens Academy will Ride with officers on patrol, put themselves to the test with 
tactical exercises, meet the K-9 Team, see CSI Tampa in action and learn what it takes to be a cop! 

Present this ad for 10% off any service  
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Got Feral Cats? Tampa Humane Society Can Help!  

1958-BurgerQueen at 
the corner of Florida 

Ave and Osborne 

The Humane Society of Tampa Bay Animal Health Center, located at 3809 N Armenia Ave, is offering 

free cat sterilizations and vaccinations for feral cats living in the 33603 zip code area, thanks to a 

$190,000 grant from PetSmart Charities®. Residents living in 33603 can call 813-870-3304 to make an 

appointment for a free sterilization for their cat(s). The offer is effective immediately and will remain 

available until the funds are used. 

 

The grant is available for feral  cats and aims to assist with the Society’s Trap/Neuter/Vaccinate/Return 

program for community (feral) cats where free-roaming cats are humanely trapped, spayed or neutered, 

vaccinated and then returned to their colony to live out their lives disease -free and without reproducing. 

Volunteer caregivers feed the colonies daily and monitor the health and well -being of the cats in their 

care. The cats pose no threat to the community and their populations decrease as they cease to 

reproduce. “ 

 

TNVR efforts in Hillsborough County have been highly successful, helping to reduce the cat euthanasia 

rate in the county by 46% since 2007,” said Sherry Silk, executive director of the Humane Society of 

Tampa Bay.“This incredibly generous grant will allow us to care for even more cats and  ensure that 

fewer animals are born unwanted to a life of hardship and probable euthanasia.”  
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February 
 Month Long – Free spay and neutering for all feral cats in 33603 – www.humanesocietytampa.org  

 February 13th – Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School 

 February 16th - Tampa Bay Express (TBX), City of Tampa Community Engagement Meeting for 

Seminole Heights – Seminole Heights Library – 5:30 PM 

 February 18th – South Seminole Heights Civic Association Quarterly Happy Hour – Red Star Rock 

Bar – Come enjoy drink specials, free BarBQ, and a lightning ticket giveaway – 6:00 PM 

 February 20th – Old Seminole Heights Porch Party - Mike and Lysa Bozel hosting at 1504 E Park 

Cir. – 6:30 PM 

 February 20th – Dog Breakfast - Bring your four legged friends and a breakfast dish to share and 

come out and meet your neighbors in SESH while your furry friends play. We will set up a 

breakfast pot-luck while your “dog friendly” pets play in the dog park. Giddens Park – 10:00 am 

 February 21st – Sunday Bicycle Ride - Meet at the Osborne Street side of the school for a 30-mile 

ride through the hills of Temple Terrace. Helmets are required and riders must maintain a speed 

of 12 to 14 mph. – Memorial Middle School – 8:00 AM. 

 

http://www.humanesocietytampa.org/
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March 
 March 4th –First Friday Seminole Heights- The first Friday of every month, all of the art galleries 

in and around Seminole Heights will be open from 7PM-10PM 

 March 12th -  Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School 

 March 18th – South Seminole Heights Porch Party – keep an eye on the facebook page for more 

details as we near the date 

 March 19th – Community Yard Sale – Corner of West Giddens Ave and Florida Ave – 8 AM 
 

April 
 April 3rd – Old Seminole Heights 18th Annual Home Tour- Tickets can be pre-purchased online at 

www.oldseminoleheights.org  

 April 20th – SSHCA General Meeting – Seminole Heights Library – 6:30 PM 

 April 23rd – ECOFEST - A celebration of the local businesses, organizations and individuals 

dedicated to sustainability (ecology, equity and economy) includes demonstrations, informational 

booths, green living products and services from local artists, green businesses, environmental 

organizations and organic farms. – Lowry Park Bandshell – 10:00 AM 

http://www.oldseminoleheights.org/


Almost one year ago to the day, the conversion of 

an old warehouse into loft-style apartments 

began, with Mayor Bob Buckhorn and developer 

Wesley Burdette using gold-plated shovels to 

move their first mound of dirt from the property. 

Just one year later, the Warehouse Lofts has 

opened its doors to its first set of residents and is 

in active leasing mode, adding new residents daily 

and generating very strong local interest.   

 

The Warehouse Lofts, situated on the corner of 

Florida Avenue and Cayuga, is comprised of 44 

lofts, six studios and six two-bedroom apartments.  

The updated and restored building, built around 

the original warehouse structure, includes a new 

Zen garden, club room, and a roof-top terrace to 

provide true-to-form urban living in the heart of 

Seminole Heights.   

 

Once fully leased up, The Warehouse Lofts will 

house 75 – 100 new residents in loft-style 

apartments that range from 475 to 1,224 square 

feet. 

 

The Warehouse Lofts has achieved its goal of 

restoring a historic and existing building while 

creating a unique sense of lifestyle and vibe that 

can’t be matched.  
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The Warehouse Lofts Opens 

Its Doors This Month 

South Seminole Heights Civic Association would 

like to extend a hearty thank you to Hillsborough 

County’s Office of Neighborhood Relations for 

awarding us a Neighborhood Mini-Grant for Fiscal 

Year 2016.  The Neighborhood Mini-Grant is to 

support activities that improve communities, 

strengthen neighborhood associations and 

encourage civic involvement. The grant was 

awarded to fund “ The Banner” to be printed and 

delivered door-to-door in 2016. This will allow us 

more time to sell ad space and help “The Banner” 

to become self-supporting. If you interested in 

advertising, please feel free to contact us at 

southseminoleheighsca@gmail.com or message the 

SSHCA page on Facebook! 

SSHCA Wins Mini-Grant 
from Hillsborough County 
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Who to Call 

 
SSHCA Information: 

 Donna Stark – President 

813-569-8766 

 

City Council (District 6) 

 Guido Maniscalco 

813-274-7071 

 

Tampa Police – Non-Emergency 

 813-231-6130 

 

Neighborhood Enhancement: 

 Debris in the Street - 

Public Works - (813) 622-

1940 

 Flooding - Stormwater - 

(813) 622-1901  

 Landlord Disputes - 

Tenant Problem Line - 

(813) 903-3430  

 Residential Permits - 

Construction Services - 

(813)  274-3100  

 Sewer Problems - 

Wastewater - (813) 274-

8037  

 Emergency Tree Service 

(813) 274-5744  

 Emergency Water Repair 

(813) 274-5744  

 

Construction Without Permit 

 City of Tampa 

Construction Services 

(813)274-3100 

 

Parks and Recreation 

 813-274-8615 

 

You can also download the city of 

Tampa app on your phone for 

many of these services and more.  

 

 

Support Your Community and  
Join the SSHCA Today! 

April 20th  will be our next SSHCA general membership meeting. We 

hope to have as many residents attend as possible and highly 

encourage you to join the SSHCA.  

 

Annual dues are $12.00 for one-member household and $20.00 for 

two-person household. Business membership is $35.00 annually.  

 

Choosing to join or renew your SSHCA membership allows you to 

expand your influence and help support events in our neighborhood. 

Membership is a great way to meet your neighbors and get actively 

involved in your local community! 

 

Please take this time to join SSHCA or renew your membership 

today by completing the membership form online at 

www.sshca.org/join. 

 

We are always looking for residents who are passionate about South 

Seminole Heights and would like to get involved. The following 

committees are currently looking for volunteers: Membership, 

Beautification, Communications, and Events. We are also looking for 

volunteers to help revamp our website. 

 
 

Please Sign Our Petition 

www.SHSUSHIBAR.com 

http://www.sshca.org/join

