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Your Neighborhood Newsletter – Spring 2017 

Summer is Upon Us and We Have a List of 

Activities to Keep the Family Busy 
It is hard to believe that Summer 2017 is just around the corner! Before 

you know it, pools will be filled, kids will be playing, and adults will be 

tanning. As South Seminole Heights residents, we are very fortunate to 

have so many great activities happening this summer so close to our 

neighborhood. Below are a few of them: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn to Row Camp - Presented by our local Hillsborough High School 

Rowing Team - Available to children in middle school or high school - 

Various Dates - Email hhsrowingclub@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Summer Programs at the Library - Located at our very own Seminole 

Heights Library - Numerous Summer programs as well as a Summer 

Festival on June 2nd. - Visit www.hcplc.org for all Summer Event 

listings 

 

City of Tampa Parks and Recreation Summer Camps - The Parks and 

Rec. Department is offering numerous Summer Camps to children of all 

ages. For more information call 813-274-3345 

 

Lowry Park Zoo - In addition to offering Summer Camps for kids, Lowry 

Park Zoo will have its Sunset Celebration from June 16th - July 29th on 

Fridays and Saturdays. For more information visit 

www.lowryparkzoo.org 

 

Central City YMCA - The YMCA will be hosting Summer Camps for kids 

of all ages. Located in Tampa Heights, the YMCA is a quick drive away 

for our residents. For more information, visit www.tampaymca.org.  

 

Be sure to check out the one-time events happening this summer in our 

upcoming events section. We certainly hope all of our residents will be 

able to attend the South Seminole Heights's resident happy hour, 

general meeting, and resident porch party! 



From the President 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Let’s Make South Seminole Heights The Best Together!” 
 

WOW! That is the first thing that comes to mind when I think about our 

association and how far we have come since I first came to a meeting 4 

years ago. Our membership has paralleled the change we have seen in 

the neighborhood. Just as we have seen our area become a focus of 

development, we have seen our neighborhood leaders develop and grow 

as well. Our board and committee chairs are made up of strong leaders, 

with precise focus and goals, who have committed to leading our 

neighborhood through positive change. Similarly, we have new neighbors 

coming in that complement our more tenured neighbors, who have  

 
played such a pivotal role in making our neighborhood such a desirable place to live. Mirroring that 

change is our membership in the association and the board, with neighbors both old and new, with 

varying personalities and opinions, but all in agreement that we want to make South Seminole Heights 

the best neighborhood in Tampa. I am impressed every day by the commitment of our leaders and 

association members and that’s thanks to neighbors like you. 

 

I would be remiss if I didn’t take the time to welcome our new Beautification Chair Beth Jones to the 

group. Beth has volunteered to take on that role and soon we will see things such as neighborhood 

cleanups, alley maintenance improved, and she will be bringing back the Beautification Award. 

Additionally, I have to say that all of our chairs have been really pulling their weight and being 

proactive in how they approach their roles. A big thank you to Sandy Ray (Membership), Christy Foster 

(Transportation and Land Use), and Lara D’Amico (Neighborhood Watch) for all you have done. 

 

Finally, I want to update our neighbors on our goals we set as an association when the new board took 

over. Our goals were to become a 501(C)3, focus on “complete streets” for South Seminole Heights, and 

develop a signature event that raises funds for the association/neighborhood. Please find updates on the 

first two on pages 5 and 7 of this newsletter. We are still working on developing a signature event for 

our neighborhood, as other neighborhoods have the Seminole Heights Home Tour and Taste of the 

Heights. We are trying to brainstorm ideas which can really highlight our area and we are open to 

suggestions which are both fun and raise money we can re-invest into the neighborhood. 

I want to end this by saying how thankful I am 

to be part of this neighborhood. I am proud to 

represent our neighbors in South Seminole 

Heights and I am excited to see what we can 

accomplish as we work together to achieve our 

goals. If there is anything that you need as a 

resident please do not hesitate to reach out to 

me or any other board members. We are here 

because of you. We are stewards of this 

community and we are all working towards the 

same goal: Making South Seminole Heights the 
best together! 
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Paint Your Intersection Project Coming Soon! Get Excited! 
South Seminole Heights Civic Association members voted on the Paint Your Intersection renderings 

at our May neighborhood happy hour. Congratulations to Catherine Thomas for being selected to 

create our street mural installation.  Neighbors, we will need your help painting in July! See below for 

Catherine's explanation for why she chose her winning mandala design. 

“This mandala intersection mural was designed to represent the beauty and vibrancy of the Seminole 

Heights community. Because I am passionate about mandalas, and teaching others about their 

symbolism and significance, I felt that a mandala mural would be a perfect addition to the 

neighborhood. Mandalas in and of themselves represent balance, unity and togetherness, and are 

often used as meditative tools. They also are significant of journeys and rituals, because when they 

are created, the creators move through a beginning, middle and end; hopefully learning something 

along the way. Since this is a community project,  

 

 

Catherine Thomas’ winning mandala design 
for the Paint Your Intersection Art 

Installation at Louisiana Ave and North River 
Boulevard in South Seminole Heights 

 

I felt as though a mandala would be a great 

symbol of bringing the community together to 

create something beautiful that everyone will be 

able to enjoy, while also learning something along 

the way. 
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Info about Our General Membership Meeting on 7/19 

If you've read our newsletter, taken a glance at our face book pages or attended one of our events 

recently then you've already experienced the value of membership. Members of the SSHCA Board are 

volunteers that dedicate multiple hours every month holding meetings, planning events, and attending 

community meetings to advocate and keep current with changes that affect our neighborhood.  As a 

result we've developed relationships and lines of communication with City leaders & law 

enforcement.  If you've experienced a problem with City services or have an issue in the neighborhood, 

we're here to help!  

  

It's the strong sense of community that sets us apart from most neighborhoods and we want to continue 

fostering that growth. The SSHCA is a membership driven organization and our voice gets louder with 

every new member. This is your neighborhood; we want your pride, opinions and involvement.   

 

It also brings networking opportunities, keeps you abreast of community happenings, and provides a 

sense of place to meet your fellow neighbors and develop lasting relationships.  So if you haven't joined 

or maybe forgot to renew your membership in October, we would sincerely appreciate your support.  We 

operate on a shoe string budget filling the gaps with advertising & fundraising events, but membership 

fees fund the bulk share of events that 

 

Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome 

all residents to our general membership 

meeting in July. Please see the details below: 

General Meeting: 

Wednesday, July 19, 2017 at 6:30pm 

Seminole Heights Library Branch 

4711 N Central Ave, Tampa 

we plan each year.   

 

Annual Membership is only $12 for a single 

household, $20 for a family, $35 for a business 

and can be conveniently submitted via PayPal 

at: www.sshca.org/join. 

 

As a reminder: Only members are allowed to 

vote on board elections and official votes for the 

association. So if you want to make sure your 

voice counts then sign up today!   

 

Why Should You Get Involved in the Civic Association?   

[Type a quote 

from the 

document or the 

summary of an 

interesting point. 

You can position 

the text box 

anywhere in the 

document. Use 

the Drawing 

Tools tab to 

http://www.sshca.org/join
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The South Seminole Heights Civic Association is getting bigger and better by each month. Our 

neighbors are active, engaged, and care about the future of our neighborhood. Right now we have over 

90 members in our association and are almost to our goal of 100! 

 

Recently we hosted our general meeting, which occurs every quarter, and had a great turn out of over 55 

residents in attendance. We had the following speakers present:  

 

 Alex Awad, Chief Storm Water Planning Engineer: Discussed storm water assessment and 

mitigation of credits. Homes need a 12” berm to be considered for full mitigation. 

 Principal Livingston, Broward Elementary: Discussed Broward Elementary, the schools rating, 

their action plan for improvement, and how we can help as local residents.  

 Javier Cuevas, Hillsborough High School Rowing Club:  Discussed the floating dock fundraising 

efforts and giving updates on working with parks and rec for installation.  

 Wesley Burdette- Discussed the mixed Use Development at Florida and West Giddens Ave.   

 

We also hosted an amazing Porch Part in March with over 40 residents attending. We saw a ton of new 

faces and it’s encouraging to see our neighborhood growing with residents who want to be active. A BIG 

thank you again to Shirley McGuiness and John Campbell for hosting and especially to John who was 

quite the grill-mister that evening! We all had a great time.  If you are interested in hosting a porch 

party, please email: SouthSeminoleHeightsCA@gmail.com. 

Membership and Attendance at all Time Highs! 
 

Thank You for Joining or Renewing Your SSHCA Membership 
 The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community 

residents and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa, 

Florida. Our borders are Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the 

south, Florida Avenue to the east and the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to educate, 

promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of issues impacting the neighborhood in the area 

known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of community in a safe and healthy 

residential neighborhood.” Thank you to the following residents and businesses who have joined or 

renewed their memberships with the SSHCA! 

 

 
Resident Memberships 

 Steven & Jacque Boyer 

 TJ Couch 

 Steve & Alice Ericson 

 Alex Gainey 

 Linda Graham 

 David Harrington 

 Kevin & Amy Jarman 

 Richard Johnson 

 Casey Joseph and Brad 

Morgan 

 Michael & Janet Norona 

 

 

 Jeanne Rogers 

 Ingrid-Jacoba Smith 

 Elizabeth Somers 

 Donna Stark 

 Terri Stepp 

 James Strickland 

 Mark Stutzman 

 

Business Memberships 

 Brew Bus Brewing 

 LVL UP Dance + Fitness 

 Rover Heights LLC 
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SSHCA Applying for 501(c)3 Status This Year 
In January of this year, at our Board retreat, Stephen Lytle, your Board President, asked each Board 

member to develop goals for themselves and in turn, goals to support the SSHCA.  One of the topics 

that SSHCA had previously discussed was obtaining a 501(c)(3) status for the organization.  The actual 

goal we developed is as stated below: 

Goal 2  "The SSHCA Board will work to establish the SSHCA as a 501 (c) (3) by Summer 2017 to 

enhance the Association’s potential for pursuing and acquiring private and public sector funding." 

There are several benefits for organizations listed as non-profits AND have 501(c)(3) status.  One 

imperative factor is that it makes it easier to receive donations (which become tax deductible), and 

especially to fundraise and obtain grants.   

The process began during February 2017.  Brian Curry, Delegate at Large, researched the 501(c)(3) 

application and found there are two routes to  

 

 

attainment of the status.  Thankfully, and though 

it still took over 25 hours, SSHCA could apply 

using the 501(c)(3) EZ form, which made life much 

less complicated. The application to the IRS was 

submitted on April 25th 2017. 

So now, even prior to the conferring of the 501 

(c)(3) status, Board members, and ALL members 

are encouraged to be on the lookout for potential 

funding opportunities appropriate for the 

Association.  You know the line "if you see 

something, or hear something….say something!”  

Get the information to a Board member.  And, we 

should begin this NOW.  Once the 501 (c)(3) status 

is conferred, SSHCA will officially pursue private 

and public funding for the Association, including 

community development and other grants, 

including city, state and federal grants. 

Our indicators of goal achievement obviously will 

be the recognition of the Association as a 501(c)(3) 

entity, and more importantly, the successful 

completion and submission of funding 

applications….and receiving FUNDING!  Let’s all 

get involved and eventually check Goal #2 off our 

list! 
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Neighborhood Watch is a crime prevention program that enlists the active participation of residents in 

cooperation with law enforcement to reduce crime in a community. Please report anything you may feel 

is suspicious. Any information is always helpful to the department, whether it be today or in a few 

weeks. It is our duty as a neighborhood and community to minimize crime!  

 

Recently, due to the help of security system cameras, we were able to catch the package thieves who had 

been targeting Seminole Heights since December. We were also able to catch some juvenile porch thieves 

who had been plaguing the area around Broward Elementary recently. Without the help of cameras and 

concerned citizens, this may have not happened in a timely manner. If you have a video security system, 

we encourage you to register with the City of Tampa Police Department. You could be a key part in 

solving a crime or building a case. https://www.tampagov.net/camera-registration 

 

Please always remember to be respectful to your community members and fellow neighbors. If posting a 

suspicious activity on Facebook, please be sure that  you have either called 911 or the Non-Emergency 

number. For quick reference the  number for District 3 Police Department is 813-231- 6130. 

Neighborhood Watch Updates 

 

Neighborhood Watch Signs Available for Purchase Again 

The neighborhood watch committee has 

been working very hard to come up with 

different opportunities for residents to get 

involved in the safety of our neighborhood. 

From attending meetings with the Tampa 

Police Department to monitoring our 

South Seminole Heights Neighborhood 

Watch page on Facebook to attending 

meetings with all neighborhood watch 

leaders in the greater heights area. Rest 

assured we are working hard to make our 

neighborhood better and safer for all of our 

residents.  

 

We currently have neighborhood watch 

signs that can be used to deter any 

potential nuisances and inform neighbors 

of who they should call for non-emergency 

problems. The signs will look like the 

image you see here and will come with a 

yard stake. They can be pre-ordered for 

$10 from our neighborhood watch chair, 

Lara D’Amico. For more details feel free to 

email her at Lara@PaciRealty.com. 

 

mailto:Lara@PaciRealty.com
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South Seminole Heights Transportation Updates 

March and April was a busy time for Transportation, with a great informal meeting between Stephen 

Lytle, Christy Foster, Steve Swiger and City of Tampa Transportation Engineer William Porth, as well 

as multiple communications with FDOT. Here is an update on some of the discussions and 'hot-button' 

transportation issues that affect us: 

 

Street parking - As our neighborhood grows and more businesses flock to Florida Avenue, many of you 

have expressed concern about parking on side streets. We discussed the fact that the City has decided to 

not take action in terms of coordinating street parking. Instead they see street parking as a legal and 

viable option for parking within the urban core.  

 

Speeding issues on repaved roads - 'Everyone has this problem' was the big take away, but there are 

things that we can do that will help out: 

Lowering speeds without CoT help - Several ideas came out of this discussion and several can be applied 

to the speeding issues on repaved roads: 

 Street Parking will help with this 

 Speed Pacing (where you drive up and down your street and keep traffic at the limit) - while 

somewhat effective, this is not necessarily recommended 

 Planting trees/bushes in the right-of-way 

 Engaging spaces in the right-of-way 

 

Osborne/Highland Crashes - We have once again reached out to CoT/FDOT to see if the changes that 

were made by FDOT to the light timing as well as signage cleanup have had any effect on crash 

numbers and severity. We will continue to work with the various agencies on this issue. 

 

Highland Ave (Hillsborough to Violet) Complete Streets: We will be working on a proposal to submit to 

CoT to have this section of Highland Avenue included in their Complete Streets program, with goals of - 

lowering speeds along this section, providing safer crossing areas for Pedestrians/Bicycles, and 

additional enhancements for walkability. 

 

Florida/Highland/Violet reconfiguration - We have received information from FDOT that they are 

currently working on lane reconfiguration, striping, and signage changes at the merge areas from 

Florida onto Violet (both northbound and southbound) as well as from Violet into Highland.  

 

Signage issues - If you come across broken, damaged, faded, overgrown, etc signs within the 

neighborhood, make sure to call the Department to report them so they can be fixed. The number is 813-

274-3101. 

 

The last thing we want to mention is that we would like to work with all of you to make our 

neighborhood better. The SSHCA is here to serve our neighbors and build relationships within other 

organizations (including City agencies) to make South Seminole Heights the best place to live and work. 

We can get more done if we all work together. If you have issues, bring them to us so we can put the 

weight of the association and the relationships that we’re building towards getting these things 

accomplished! 
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May 
 May 11th – South Seminole Heights Quarterly Resident Happy Hour – 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM  

The Independent Bar and Cafe  

 May 14th - Sunday Morning Market-  11 AM - 3 PM - Southern Brewing and Wine Making 

 May 14th - Red Star Rock Bar Market & Performances - 4 PM - 12 AM - Red Star Rock Bar 

 May 20th - Tampa Bay Family Fair - 11 AM - 5 PM - Water Works Park 

 May 27th - Tampa Bay Margarita Festival - 12 PM - 11 PM - Curtis Hixon Park 

 May 27th - 28th - Sunset Music Festival - 3 PM - 12 AM - Raymond James Stadium 
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June 
 June 3rd - Build A Better World - 10 AM - 2 PM - Seminole Heights Library 

 June 11th - Sunday Morning Market-  11 AM - 3 PM - Southern Brewing and Wine Making 

 June 16th - South Seminole Heights Resident Porch Party -  6 PM - 9 PM - Hosted by Stephen 

Lytle – 322 West Giddens Ave 

 

July 
 July 4th - Tampa Red, White, and Blue Festival - 6 PM - 10 PM - Channelside 

 July 9th - Sunday Morning Market-  11 AM - 3 PM - Southern Brewing and Wine Making 

 July 19th – South Seminole Heights General Resident Meeting – 6:30 PM Seminole Heights 

Library 

 July (TBD)  – South Seminole Heights Quarterly Resident Happy Hour – 6 PM - 8 PM  

Brew Bus Brewing 

 



In April, Brew Bus Brewing, celebrated its one 

year of brick and mortar with a festival and bottle 

release. Brew Bus Brewing is not only a member 

of the South Seminole Seminole Heights Civic 

Association, they also have hosted some of 

quarterly resident happy hours. We appreciate 

their support and the positive impacts they have 

made in our community. Be sure to check out their 

newest local loop!  

 

 

The Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood 

Association showcased homes to the public from 

11:30am to 5pm on Sunday, April 2, 2017. The 

tour was self-guided and began at the beautifully 

restored Seminole Heights Garden Center at 5800 

North Central Avenue, a neighborhood park. The 

money raised goes to help the neighborhood and 

they also donate to special causes with funding. 
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The South Seminole Heights Civic Association 

needs your help! We are working on our marketing 

materials and website and you can play an 

integral part in helping us be successful in our 

efforts. 

 

Website Design 

SSHCA has long run our website www.sshca.org. 

In the past the site has been relatively static. 

However, we are looking to change that and would 

love some help updating the website, integrating 

apps that will provide content updates, and 

providing a more robust communication platform 

for our residents. We could also use great pictures 

that showcase our neighborhood from residents 

who have them. 

 

Communication Chair 

Do you love reading the newsletter and hearing 

about community news? You aren’t the only one. 

This is an important role in our association and we 

need help. If  you are interested let us know! 

 

Are you good at web design and want to help us 

out? Do you have a knack for newsletters?  Then 

reach out to us at: 

SouthSeminoleHeightsCA@GMail.com. 

 

The SSHCA Looking for 

Web Design and 

Communications Chair 

http://www.sshca.org/
mailto:SouthSeminoleHeightsCA@GMail.com
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Who to Call 

 
SSHCA Information: 

 Stephen Lytle– President 

813-613-0419 

 

City Council (District 6) 

 Guido Maniscalco 

813-274-7071 

 

Tampa Police – Non-Emergency 

 813-231-6130 

 

Neighborhood Enhancement: 

 Debris in the Street  

(813) 622-1940 

 Flooding - Stormwater  

(813) 622-1901  

 Landlord Disputes  

(813) 903-3430  

 Residential Permits - 

Construction Services  

(813)  274-3100  

 Sewer Problems - 

Wastewater  

(813) 274-8037  

 Emergency Tree Service  

(813) 274-5744  

 Emergency Water Repair  

(813) 274-5744  

 

Construction Without Permit 

 City of Tampa Construction 

Services  

(813)274-3100 

 

Parks and Recreation 

 813-274-8615 

 

 

You can also download the City of 

Tampa app on your phone for many 

of these services and more.  

 

 

Support Your Community and  

Join the SSHCA Today! 

Annual dues are $12.00 for one-member household and $20.00 for 

two-person household. Business membership is $35.00 annually.  

 

Choosing to join or renew your SSHCA membership allows you to 

expand your influence and help support events in our 

neighborhood. Membership is a great way to meet your neighbors 

and get actively involved in your local community! 

 

Please take this time to join SSHCA or renew your membership 

today by completing the membership form online at 

www.sshca.org/join. 

 

 

http://www.sshca.org/join

