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Local Candidate Forum Hosted By South
Seminole Heights Draws a Huge Crowd!
Wow! The South Seminole Heights Board could not be more proud of our
neighborhood engagement! On August 24th we held our Quarterly Resident
Happy Hour at the Brew Bus Terminal on Florida Avenue. Knowing that
local elections were to take place soon we thought that this would be a
great opportunity to invite local candidates for office to attend and mee t
our residents and hear the concerns we have locally. Additionally, residents
running for positions on the SSHCA Board were in attendance to meet
everyone as well.
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We were expecting a large turnout since complimentary Cuban sandwiches
and chips were provided by Cigar City Brew Pub and members of the
SSHCA received 20% off their tab at Brew Bus. However, we didn’t
anticipate how great this event would be. We totaled o ver 150 people in
attendance, 20+ candidates who attended, and signed up over 20 new or
renewed members to the South Seminole Heights Civic Association. This
has been our largest event in recent memory!
Following along the theme of voting and candidate, in this issue of “The
Banner” you will find more information about the happenings in the
neighborhood as well as the candidates who are running for the SSHCA
Executive Board. Only paid members of the association are per mitted to
vote in the elections so make sure to start or renew your membership
ASAP. Members will receive ballots via mail and can return them via mail
or vote at the General Meeting on 10/19 at the Seminole heights Library.
Thanks everyone for a great event and we will see you at the next one !

From the President
As you know, election season is here, including for South Seminole
Heights Civic Association and, as many of you know, I have
decided not to run for re-election as President. It is with a heavy
heart that I have decided not to run for re-election as President. It
is an exciting time to be living in South Seminole Heights; we have
a lot of changes and opportunities coming. We need leaders at the
helm that can devote the necessary time to guide the
neighborhood. Priorities in my life have been shifting steadily in
the last year and I can no longer provide the commitment crucial
to SSHCA’s success.
I want to take a moment to say thank you for welcoming me into
the neighborhood 3.5 years ago and for continually inspiring me to
love and fight for it. There have been so many times where you
have made me proud to live in South Seminole Heights –
positive interactions greeting each other in the street, hearing some of you speak in front of City Council
or the MPO Board, the way we look out for and help each other as neighbors…. even how passionate we
get when an issue comes around. What makes South Seminole Heights great is not just our diversity, our
bungalows, or our location – what makes us great is our people and the sense of home and place we work
together to create.
With all of the negativity going on, it’s easy to become pessimistic and jade d, which in turn spills into our
community and pollutes our interactions with each other. Rather than trying to change the world, I’m
asking you to take a look at yourself and follow Mahatma Gandi’s advice: “Be the change that you wish
to see in the world.” We need to remember why we chose to live here and learn to work together
respectfully when we have different opinions, whether online or in person. If we stop communicating
civilly with each other, we will lose one of our most important defining neighborhood characteristics. By
working together, our differences make us stronger, spurring the creation of vibrant ideas or helping us
to accomplish things that we previously thought to be impossible – whether it’s getting a streetlight
installed or a road paved, or something monumental like getting Florida Avenue redeveloped complete
with pedestrian and bicyclist safety or increasing public transportation options . Remember,

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed,
it is the only thing that ever has.” – Margaret
Mead.
Signing off….
Donna E. Stark
President
South Seminole Heights Civic Association
Present this ad fo r 10% o ff any se rvice

Neighborhood News
Upcoming Fundraiser for a Floating Dock at Rivercrest Park
Hillsborough High School Rowing Club is
collecting donations to build an 80’ floating dock
that will be available to all Rivercrest Park users
and City of Tampa residents. The dock will be
located at the canoe/kayak launch site located
near the pump house. Estimated cost for both the
floating dock and permitting is around $20,000.
This will be a permanent feature to the park and a
valuable addition for South Seminole Heights
residents!
The donation is tax deductible as
Hillsborough High School Rowing Club is a
501(C)3 and a receipt will be sent upon request.
To
make
a
donation,
please
visit:
www.hhsrowingclub.org, select donations, then
Rivercrest Park Floating Dock Fund.

Hillsborough High School Rowing Club

Visual representation of future 80’ floating dock location in Rivercrest Park.

Neighborhood News
General Meeting, Bylaws, Elections, and Potluck on 10/19
Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome all
resident to our general membership meeting on
October 19th. Please see the details below:
General Meeting:
Wednesday, Oct 19, 2016 at 6:30pm
Seminole Heights Library Branch, Rm 123
4711 N Central Ave, Tampa
SSHCA General Meeting - Located at the SH
library, the general meeting is a time for residents
to come and express concerns, meet guests speakers from the city/county, meet other residents, and
learn about upcoming events in Seminole Heights. This meeting will also include our board elections,
voting on bylaw changes, and will be a potluck dinner, so make sure to bring a dish to share . Please
attend if you are interested in learning more about SSHCA, volunteering, or the neighborhood.

SSHCA Pursuing Potential CRA with Surrounding
Neighborhoods
Heights Urban Core Chamber, in conjunction
with South Seminole Heights Civic Association and

surrounding Heights neighborhoods, is exploring the possibility of creating a Community
Redevelopment Area. A Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) is a defined area that needs specific
investing to promote redevelopment and make it more attractive, safe, convenient, environmentally
healthy and economically strong.
Factors to be analyzed include but are not limited to
defective/inadequate transportation facilities, unsanitary/unsafe conditions (such as substandard street
lighting or lack of sidewalks), site deterioration, building density patterns, crime incidents,
fire/emergency medical calls for service, building code violations, environmental clean-up (brownfields)
etc. A study would be completed and analyzed to determine if a CRA is necessary. If approved, a small
portion of tax dollars would be diverted to the CRA to address issues identified within study.

Neighborhood News
Thank You to Our Newest Members of the Civic Association
The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community
residents and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa,
Florida. Our borders are Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the
south, Florida Avenue to the east and the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to educate,
promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of issues impacting the neighborhood in the area
known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of community in a safe and healthy
residential neighborhood. Thank you to the following residents/businesses that have joined SSHCA!
Residents:

Randy Cannon, Jon Dale, John & Ellen Mizio, Angie Rocco & Zach Jacobs, Tiffany
Bell, Matt Edmonds

Businesses:

Ybor Flyers, Inc.

Neighborhood News
Voice Your Opinion: Wet Zoning in South Seminole Heights
South Seminole Heights is growing and new businesses continue to open throughout our community! In
an effort to understand the views of the SSHCA members, the executive Board encourages you to
participate in our SSHCA Business Alcohol License survey. Your responses will help the Board address
local businesses who apply for alcohol licenses, as these businesses often request input and support from
the community and Board during their application process. The survey covers key topics that have been
raised in the past including business hours, amplified sound, and parking issues.
Responses can be mailed to P.O. Box 360371, Tampa, FL 33673-0371. Emailed to
southseminoleheightsca@gmail.com or brought to one of our general meeting on 10/19. Name and address
are required so we can verify accuracy of results and that all responses are within the SSH’s community.
We will take responses until 10/31/16. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. We look
forward to reviewing your responses!
Name: ______________________________ Address: __________________________________________
1. If a business is interested in moving to SSH and applies for a liquor license, what is your top
concern?
a. Traffic
b. Noise
c. Parking
d. No concern
2. If a SSH business applied for an alcohol license, what is your top stipulation?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Beer and wine only
Only in support if business is a restaurant
Only support if my preferred cutoff serving time is agreed upon
No stipulations

3. If a SSH business were to be granted an alcohol license, what is your preferred cutoff serving time?

Sunday through Thursday
a)
b)
c)
d)

11PM
1 AM
3 AM
Other:_________________________

Friday and Saturday
a)
b)
c)
d)

11 PM
1 AM
3 AM
Other:_________________________

4. What is your opinion of the businesses with alcohol licenses currently in SSH.
a.
b.
c.
d.

I would like to see an increase in restaurants serving alcohol
I would like to see an increase in bars
Both A and B
I would not like to see an increase in businesses serving alcohol.

Neighborhood News
Get to Know the Candidates for the SSHCA Executive Board
Welcome to election season! Below you will find the bios for the candidates running for the South
Seminole Heights Executive Board. Positions on the board include President, Vice Presi dent, Treasurer,
Secretary and 3 At-Large Delegates. All paid members of the SSHCA are permitted to vote in this
election, with household memberships counted as 2 votes. Members can expect a paper ballot mailed to
their address on file in early October which must be returned via mail or in person at our general
membership meeting on or by October 19th.
President

Stephen Lytle
Stephen is a Recruiting Manager with Walmart Care Clinics, has lived in Tampa for 16 years, and has
owned a home in South Seminole Heights since February 2014. He has previously served on the SSHCA
Board in the position of Secretary. During his tenure in that role he was responsible for bringing back
“The Banner”, substantially increasing followers and administrating the community and SSHCA
Facebook pages, as well as starting and planning the quarterly resident happy hours and holiday
decorating contest. In addition to his involvement with the SSHCA, Stephen chairs the City of Tampa
Citizens Budget Advisory Committee, is a member
of the Public Nuisance Abatement Board, and is a
graduate of both Mayors Neighborhood University
and TPD Citizens Academy.

Continued on next page …

Neighborhood News
SSHCA Candidate Bios Continued…
Vice President

Lesley Curry
I have lived in South Seminole Heights for five years and knew I didn’t want to live anywhere else when
I decided to purchase my home in 2013. I love animals and have grown up with a houseful of them all of
my life so I currently reside in my very balanced ecosystem with 3 cats and 2 dogs. I have been involved
with the civic association for the last 2 years and was successful with resurrecting our neighborhood
watch program and had the pleasure of attending and completing the Citizen’s Academy with Tampa
Police Department earlier this year. My work background consists of almost 15 years in the legal field as
a corporate trainer/instructional designer but decided I wanted a change, so I am currently working on
starting up my own business in the pet care industry. I am excited about the opportunity to serve as
Vice President for South Seminole Heights as I feel I can bring a fun and fresh perspective to the board
and the community. I am really looking forward to the chance to make South Seminole Heights a
community that all of its residents are proud to call home and a community that visitors want to come
and experience over and over again!
Treasurer

Dawn Dayringer
Dawn was a Human Resourced profession for over 30 years before retiring in 2006. She moved to South
Seminole Heights in 1989 and is proud to be part of the neighborhood. Dawn believes our community
excels because of its diversity, progressive thinking, and leadership. She joined SSHCA when it was
founded and has maintained that membership ever since. Dawn was on the Executive Board for many
years in the capacity of Treasurer. She was also a member of carious committees including
beautification, Crime Watch, and the first Garden Tour. She spends much of her time now in animal
rescue.
Secretary

DeeDee Critchfield
I am a Bay Area native (born in St. Petersburg) who purchased my home in SSH in January of this year.
While I am a newcomer to the area I have been watching the Seminole Heights neighborhoods for
several years and when the time was right to relocate I focused my search in the Heights areas. Not only
are the homes beautiful, but the residents actively participating in causes that are important to their
community. I enjoy our neighborhood watch, happy hours, markets, newsletters, and other events that
help us build relationships with other residents and local businesses. I plan to spend a very long time in
SSH and I believe that the opportunity to serve as Secretary of our SSHCA will allow me to help explore,
maintain, and grow what is important to our community.
My prior board experience includes two terms as Treasurer and Education Committee member of the
local Chapter of the National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners. I currently serve on the board
of the Tyler J. Pangrazio Foundation, Inc. that awards annual College scholarships to graduates of
Tampa Bay Technical High School.

Neighborhood News
SSHCA Candidate Bios Continued…
Delegate s At Large

Gabrielle Ayala
My name is Gabrielle Ayala and I have been a resident of South Seminole Heights, and a member of the
civic association, for 14 years. I have been involved in our association since I moved here. I believe in
volunteering on our board to keep communication amongst neighbors going and to support our future.
We have a wonderful neighborhood and neighbors who care. On a personal note, I have been driving for
Meals on Wheels for 7 years, I am a trained palliative care volunteer for Hospice, and I also volunteer
weekly at WMNF 88.5 radio station. I would love to continue on the SSHCA Board so that I can continue
to support our civic association.

Brian Curry
Brian Curry is an Arroyo Research Services (ARS) Senior Associate with over 20 years of expertise in
education policy and evaluation at the national, state, regional and local levels. His work for ARS
includes engagements both nationally and internationally. He has worked with national education
standards, migrant education, community schools, and educational technology to name a few.
In addition to his work with ARS, he has consulted broadly on the planning, analysis and
implementation of educational policy and reforms. He has worked as a Senior Policy Analyst for various
educational organizations in Chicago, Washington, DC, Tallahassee, and as faculty at the University of
South Florida, in the College of Education. His personal interests include sustainability and the
environment and sailing. He is a member of the Davis Island Yacht Club, The Sustany Foundation, and
The Crewe of Bobbie C. Davis, a Gasparilla Krewe. He has lived and worked internationally and is
fluent in Spanish and German.
He has lived in the SSH community for 14 years. With the changes taking place in the community, he
wants to be more involved, to keep informed of what is happening in the community and lend his
thoughts to how to make our community better for all of us.

Steve Swiger
I was born and raised in Orlando by parents who grew up in South Seminole Heights. I grew up vi siting
my grandparents who built their house on Clearfield Avenue in 1952, running and climbing the trees in
the park. I relocated to Tampa in 1991 to go to school at USF and spend more time with my family,
purchased my first home on Osborne Avenue in 1996, and the home we currently live in on North
Boulevard in 1998. I value the neighborhood that we have as unique and have enjoyed seeing it change
over the years into the vibrant community it is now. I work out of our home as a Software Engineer, and
in my free time I like to play with cars. I have worked hard on traffic issues in our neighborhood in the
past, and have worked successfully with previous SSHCA administrations as well as City of Tampa
departments to get things done. I am looking forward to the opportunity to serve alongside the wonderful
neighbors that have been nominated, and will work to preserve the charm and character of our
neighborhood.

Neighborhood News
Trick or Treat in South Seminole Heights’ Rivercrest Park
If there is one thing we love to do, it is listen to our neighbors and come up with solutions to make our
community have a more neighborly feel. Over the last few years we have noticed that our residents on
the North and South ends of the neighborhood typically don’t see as many Trick or Treaters as those
around Rivercrest Park and Osbourne Avenue. This year the South Seminole Heights Civic Association
has worked with Tampa Parks and Recreation to allow extended hours at Ri vercrest Park on
Halloween.
These extended hours will allow residents in the area to set up a table along the walkways in the park
along Osbourne Avenue to give out candy to Trick or Treaters. We highly encourage people to decorate
around their table, dress up for the kids, and really show the pride in our neighborhood! If you already
have a good amount of Trick or Treaters who come to your home then feel free to continue your
celebration from home, but if you’d like to come out and celebrate with neighbors, and see all the
wonderful Trick or Treaters then we would love to have you.
Share the news with your friends, neighbors, and local children who would love to get more candy! We
would love to see this event be a success and grow into a larger event in future years! For those coming
to set up a trick or treat table we ask you be set up by 630 and close down by 9 pm.
For more information please reach out to Carla Gormon at 813-810-1307 or CarlaGormon@gmail.com.

Neighborhood News
Annual Holiday Decorating Contest and Holiday Concert
If there is one thing that we embrace in South Seminole Heights it is our community pride and
engagement. When it comes to the holiday season we love to see the how the neighborhood transforms
and everyone embraces the holiday season! This year the South Seminole Heights Civic Association
will be hosting the 3rd Annual Holiday Decorating Contest. We have had some great competition the
last two years, but hope to see even more participation as we showcase our holiday spirit
Up for grabs will be hundreds of dollars in gift certificates to local bars, restaurants, and businesses
in the area. First place will take a hefty amount of those with prizes also being awarded to Second
and third place. Decorations will be judged on the evening of December 9th and judged on quantity,
organization, cleanliness, and holiday spirit.
Winners will be announced the next day at the Annual Holiday Concert in Rivercre st Park on
Saturday, December 10th at 4:00 PM. This year we have extended the concert to 90 minutes featuring
the Sunshine Brass Band. Bring a picnic basket and enjoy a concert in the park with neighbors.
Santa Clause will be present for pictures with the children and pets of the neighborhood!

Upcoming Events
October






October 16th – 7:00 pm - Florida Orchestra, Free Pops Concert in the Park, River Tower Park
October 19th – 6:00 pm – SSHCA General Meeting and Pot Luck – SSHCA elections taking place
this day as well. Seminole Heights Library.
October 22nd – 4-8pm - Festival in the Heights - Featuring some of the finest musicians, local
artisans, food vendors & activities for the whole family. Seminole Heights Elementary, 6201
North Central Avenue
October 27th – 5pm-7pm- 5th Annual Pumpkin Carving at The Independent - Bring the kids and
join the fun! Carving tools, pizza and juice drinks provided for the kids. Prize for Best of Show!
October 31st – 630-9pm - Trick or Treat at Rivercrest Park – Neighbors are encouraged to dress
up, set up a table, and hand out candy to local Trick or Treaters along the walkways on
Osbourne Ave in Rivercrest Park. For more info reach out to Carla Gormon at 813-810-1307 or
CarlaGormon@gmail.com

November







November 2nd – 9am-1030am - BGOSH-HUCC Quarterly Member Meeting – 4610 North Central
Ave - Heights Urban Core Chamber - Business Guild of Seminole Heights
November 6th – 12-5pm – SESH Taste of the Heights - This is your opportunity to Taste the
samplings from some of Tampa’s hottest and most popular restaurants, bars and breweries. This
year, they have more food, more vendors and more fun! For more info:
http://www.seseminoleheights.org/
November 9th – 7pm-11pm - SUPER SHOW AT MICROGROOVE - Jacksonville Manic Punks RDent arrive to Microgroove and will perform with Tampa scene veterans Empire Cinema and
Shurwood.
November 11th – 6-9pm – SSH’s Fall Porch Party - The fall porch party will be hosted by Matt
and Melissa Bailey at their home at 423 West Louisiana Ave. Guests should bring an item for
the pot luck and we request that guests BYOB.
November 13th - Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School

December




December 9th – Holiday Decorating Contest Judging – Make sure all your holiday decorations
are up by this date to be included in the contest for a chance to win hundreds of dollars in gift
certificates to olocal businesses.
December 10th – 4:00 PM - Annual Holiday Concert in Rivercrest Park – 90 minute show by the
Sunshine Brass Band with a 20 minute intermission – Come out and meet other neighbors, take
pictures with Santa, and enjoy the cooler weather in Rivercrest Park.
December 11th - Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Hillsborough High School

*SSHCA Board Meetings are the first Wednesday at 6pm in the Seminole Heights Library. Any
residents or businesses can attend if interested to hear what we discuss or
to bring up concerns to the board as needed*

Local Business News
New Businesses Just Steps Away From Your Front Door
Ybor Flyers, Inc: 4221 N. Florida Ave
Already an established Tampa business, local South Seminole Heights resident Frankie Duque has
brought his storefront to Seminole Heights area just north of the Brew Bus Terminal. This is your one
stop shop for printing, graphics, and promotional items right here in the Heights Community. From
custom T-shirts, embroidered polos, business cards, flyers, posters, flags, to promotional items you will be
covered from design to delivery.

The Heights Cigar Shop : 6207 N Florida Ave
Where Rainflow of Tampa bay used to be, The Heights Cigar Shop, flushed out the cobwebs, tore down a
few walls and opened up a 1918 Bungalow, to create a relaxed atmosphere lounge for the Sem Heights
crowd. We are there on football nights, have a wide selection of excellent cigars and can host game
nights such as Dominoes or Warhammer. The owners are both Seminole Heights locals and the shop is
minutes away from Angry Chair, Rooster and Till, Fodder and Shine along with other notable great spots.

Smoke Signals Smoke Shop: 5132 N. Florida Avenue
Smoke Signals officially opened its’ doors at 5132 N. Florid a Avenue on July 2nd. The shop sells a large
variety of smoking accessories, hookahs, tobacco, t-shirts and cigars from such brands as Romeo & Juliet,
Arturo Fuente, Acid, My Fathers and others. Keeping in line with the creative, eclectic, not one -size-fitsall Seminole Heights vibe, shop owners Jason & Jesse are finalizing completion of the shops glass blowing
studio. Already adorning the shops walls is a gallery featuring local artwork of various mediums rot ated
out every few months. So kickback and check out all there is to offer at Smoke Signals with Art Nights
and Glass Blowing demos coming soon.

Royal Suzie Design: 3414 N. Florida Ave.
Located in the newly renovated plaza between Genesee & Chelsea. Royal Suzie offers handmade boho chic jewelry, décor, lighting and furniture. Royal Suzie merchandise is made with stone, crystal and
precious/semi precious metals. Grand opening soon, with date TBD.

Brew Bus Brewery: 4101 N. Florida Ave.
In the space formerly occupied by Florida Ave.
Brewing, the Brew Bus is the newest member of
our craft beer community. There is patio seating
as well as lots of indoor seating in the clean,
bright space. During the week trivia and run club
nights are held and a food truck is often present.
The owners and have been operating the Brew
Bus for several years. Parking is easy as the lot is
large. If it's a Sunday, hop on the Bus and for $10
ride it as much as you want from noon to 6pm to
get to Ella's, Coppertail, Tampa Bay Brewing
Company,
Southern,
Angry
Chair,
the
Independent, and Hidden Springs.

The Back Page
Who to Call
SSHCA Information:
 Donna Stark – President
813-569-8766
City Council (District 6)
 Guido Maniscalco
813-274-7071
Tampa Police – Non-Emergency
 813-231-6130
Neighborhood Enhancement:
 Debris in the Street Public Works - (813) 6221940
 Flooding - Stormwater (813) 622-1901
 Landlord Disputes Tenant Problem Line (813) 903-3430
 Residential Permits Construction Services (813) 274-3100
 Sewer Problems Wastewater - (813) 2748037
 Emergency Tree Service
(813) 274-5744
 Emergency Water Repair
(813) 274-5744
Construction Without Permit
 City of Tampa
Construction Services
(813)274-3100
Parks and Recreation
 813-274-8615
You can also download the city of
Tampa app on your phone for
many of these services and more.

Support Your Community and
Join the SSHCA Today!
Choosing to join or renew your SSHCA membership allows you to
expand your influence and help support events in our neighborhood.
Membership is a great way to meet your neighbors and get actively
involved in your local community!
Annual dues are $12.00 for one member household and $20.00 for a
two person household. Business membership is $35.00 annually.
Please take this time to join SSHCA or renew your membership
today by completing the membership form online at
www.sshca.org/join.

