
THE BANNER
YOUR SOUTH SEMINOLE HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

In this issue
• From the President 
• Neighborhood Arts Award
• Summer Pool Party
• SSHCA Elections
• Flags for Sale
• General Meeting 
• Broward Elementary 
• Neighborhood Watch 
• Upcoming Events 
• Around the Heights! 

SSHCA  
Board Members
Stephen Lytle 
   President

Steve Swiger 
   Vice President 

Dawn Dayringer 
   Treasurer

Caren Gaesser 
   Secretary

Lara D’Amico 
   Delegate

Sandy Ray 
   Delegate

Brian Curry 
   Delegate

SSHCA 
Committee 
Chairs
David Harrington 
   Land Use/Transportation

Lara D’Amico 
   Neighborhood Watch

Sandy Ray 
   Membership/Events

OPEN 
   Communications

Ryan Hill      
   Beautification

WANT TO STAY CONNECTED 
WITH YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 

HERE’S HOW!

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association 
is a 501(c)3 organization that is recognized 
by the City of Tampa as one of the voices 
for our residents and businesses in South 
Seminole Heights. The association, which 
has about 140 resident and 30 business 
members, is a volunteer organization 
dedicated to educating, promoting and 
encouraging civic pride and awareness of 
issues impacting the neighborhood while 
revitalizing a sense of community in a safe 
and healthy environment. We encourage 
you to join us, but whether you are a 
resident, a member of the association, or a 
friend of South Seminole Heights, there are 
a variety of ways to stay connected with 
our community.

First and foremost, the best way to keep 
involved is through Facebook. A Facebook 
account is required for our group “South 
Seminole Heights Community,” which is an 
interactive page to post concerns, hear what 
is going on, and connect with other residents 
or the SSHCA Board. Similarly, our “South 
Seminole Heights Neighborhood Watch,” 
group is dedicated to crime prevention 
and awareness in the neighborhood. For 
that specific page, address verification is 
required to protect our residents. 
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The Facebook Page titled “South Seminole 
Heights Civic Association” is accessible 
without a Facebook account and is an 
excellent way to keep up with SSHCA 
news, information, and events. We also 
post relevant information about our local 
businesses, neighboring associations, 
the City of Tampa, and other topics that 
may impact our neighbors. 

Please visit our website at www.
sshca.org. The site is updated with the 
same information as our Facebook 
Page, but it also includes our bylaws, 
meeting agendas/minutes, information 
about the neighborhood, and the 
ability to purchase Seminole Heights 
merchandise. You can become a 
member of the association and sign up 
for our email list which we use to share 
information, meeting reminders, and 
urgent notices or alerts.

Finally, we have a bulletin board at 
Rivercrest Park that is updated with 
events and information frequently. We 
hope you find this information useful to 
stay connected with your SSHCA. Feel 
free to reach out to us anytime by email 
at info@sshca.org



FROM THE PRESIDENT
Our long, Florida Summer 
days have arrived and 
so has the heat, but the 
temperatures aren’t the 
only thing heating up in 
South Seminole Heights. 
Your civic association has 
been on fire lately due to 
our board leadership, and 
we are proud to share 
with you some of our 
recent accomplishments, 

issues that are being addressed, and upcoming events 
and projects bringing our community together.

Over the past few months, we held some very well 
attended events including our general meeting, 
community happy hours, and porch parties. During our 
April general meeting, we met with Paul Dial, Director of 
Parks and Recreation, who committed to help improve our 
parks in a variety of ways. You may have noticed that the 
playground area in Rivercrest Park has new mulch, the 
gazebo has been pressure washed and repainted, rotting 
wood in the boardwalk was replaced, and the washout 
along the seawall was filled. The invasive plant life by 
the river was removed, and our trees and landscaping 
got some much-needed pruning and attention. We are 
continuing our partnership with the city to have our docks 
replaced and we expect that project to be added to the 
FY2019 City Budget as a capital improvement project. If 
we face any new challenges, we will call on our residents 
to make their voices heard and advocate for much-
needed improvements. 

On the topic of Parks, it was great to see so many 
neighbors out cleaning up all three of our riverfront parks 
for the Great American Cleanup with Keep Tampa Bay 
Beautiful. We all have a part to play in keeping our parks 
beautiful and I want to thank our beautification chair 
Ryan Hill for organizing this event and all the residents 
who volunteered.

We also have some much-needed improvements coming 
to our community. First, construction on the Louisiana 
Pump Station project is slated to start in early 2019. This 
project will replace antiquated pumps inside and also 
renovate the exterior of the building. After hearing our 
concerns, the city plans to replace the chain link fencing 
with more attractive aluminum fencing and landscaping 
to improve the aesthetics of the park. Second, we expect 

the Haya Linear Park Shoreline Restoration to begin by 
the end of the year and improve our park on the north 
side of the neighborhood. 

We have also been working with Transportation to 
continue to address concerns raised by residents. They 
have recently committed to resurfacing West Ida St 
between Highland and Florida, as well as Holly St north 
of and south of W River Heights Ave during the next fiscal 
year. Additionally, upon completion of the new Avenue 
Lofts, they will re-grade and repave West Giddens Ave 
between Florida Ave and Tampa St. Those who live on 
or drive that street regularly know this is sorely needed 
and will be a welcome improvement. In addition to these 
projects, Steve Swiger, SSHCA Vice President, and I have 
been working on a proposal to the city to add Highland 
Avenue north of West Violet Street to the Complete Streets 
Project list. The city owns north Highland, FDOT owns 
everything south of Violet to MLK. We have requested that 
the following improvements be considered in this project: 
increased sidewalk space for pedestrians; crosswalks; 
bicycle lanes; appropriately sized travel lanes; median 
use for traffic flow, safety, and pedestrian refuge; buffer 
areas and landscaping/hardscaping. While we know 
we may not get all of these approved, we do believe 
that an investment on Highland Ave will help alleviate 
some of the safety concerns residents have as it relates 
to speeding, passing in the middle turning lane, unsafe/
unmarked pedestrian crossing, unsafe sidewalks, etc. 
Getting this done would mean your SSHCA Board 
was able to accomplish all three goals we set for the 
association upon being elected. 

In the coming months, we have our General Meeting 
on 7/18 (please note the location change on the events 
page), our Summer Pool Party on 7/21, and other events 
still being planned. Please make sure to mark your 
calendar for the Seminole Heights Candidates Mixer 
with local political candidates on 10/24 at Brew Bus, 
and Heights Unites Music & Arts Festival on 2/23/19. 

I am proud of how well our association is doing, the 
improvements we’ve made for the community, and most 
importantly your SSHCA Board members who have 
dedicated so much time and effort to achieve these goals. 
Each of them has been integral to our success and their 
work as a team has been nothing short of amazing. I look 
forward to the second half of this year and our board, 
volunteers, residents, and SSHCA members working 
together to make South Seminole Heights the best together!

 

 



The South Seminole Heights Civic Association welcomes 
our friends and neighbors to our Summer Pool Party 
hosted by SSHCA Treasurer, Dawn Dayringer at her home 
located at 315 West Emma St. This will be a great time 
to meet new friends, neighbors, and your SSHCA Board 
in a relaxed and casual environment. This is a FREE event 
taking place Saturday, July 21st. 

Come lounge in the cool pool water during the summer 
heat or relax under the oak canopy and expansive 
outdoor porch area. The party starts at 3:30 and extends 
into the evening so come by any time! 

Your SSHCA will provide a generous spread of food and 
non-alcoholic beverages for you to enjoy as you converse 
with neighbors. Our friends at Florida Avenue Brewing 
Co and Brew Bus Brewing will provide cool, frosty, 
complimentary beverages for all in attendance. Please 
feel free to bring beer or wine for yourself or to share; we 
will have plenty of cooler space iced down for all. 

We welcome children and families but request that all 
children have direct supervision while in the pool area 
as to maintain their safety. Let’s be safe so everyone can 
have an amazing time!

SSHCA NOW 
ACCEPTING 

NOMINATIONS FOR 
2019-20  

BOARD ELECTIONS
Do you like keeping up on neighborhood 
happenings?  Looking to make a difference 
in your community?  SSHCA is looking for 
dedicated leaders who are interested in 
making our neighborhood association thrive 
to fill the following positions: 

President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Three Delegates-at-Large 

These positions are a two year commitment with 
terms starting December 15, 2018. Any active 
member in good standing who resides, or owns 
a business or not-for-profit within South Seminole 
Heights boundaries can run for office.  You can 
nominate yourself, or another deserving member. 

Nominations are being accepted starting 
Wednesday, July 18th through Sunday, 
August 19th by Donna Stark, Elections Chair, 
at sshcaelections@gmail.com or via mail to: 
South Seminole Heights Civic Association 
PO Box 360371 Tampa, FL 33673-0371

Nominees must be active members in good standing 
to accept.  Elections will take place on Wednesday, 
October 17, 2018 at 6:30pm at Seminole Heights 
Branch Library, 4711 N. Central Ave., Tampa.

If you would like to ask specific questions to a current 
incumbent, please email the SSHCA Board at info@
sshca.org or please visit www.sshca.org/elections.

NEXT GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING BEING HELD 
JANUARY 17TH

Your SSHCA Board would like to welcome all residents 
to our general membership meeting in July. If you have 
a topic you would like addressed please email info@

ssha.org. Upcoming topics include upcoming elections, 
summer/fall events, final vote on bylaw changes, and 
an update on board goals. Principal Livingston from 

Borward Elementary and Councilman Maniscalco will 
also be speaking.

SSHCA General Meeting: 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018 at 6:30pm 

Seminole Heights United Methodist Church 
6111 N Central Ave, Tampa, FL 33604



BROWARD ELEMENTARY 
UPDATES

Broward Elementary let out for students on May 25th, 
teachers a few days later.  The first day of school for 
students in Hillsborough County is August 10th, a 
Friday.  Then, parents and guardians be on notice… 
there are 3 early release days in a row: August 13th, 
20th and the 27th, all Mondays. Don’t forget!
Volunteering at Broward - Those interested in 
volunteering during the 2018-19 school year should 
go to the link and fill out the appropriate forms. Once 
your application is approved, contact SSHCA for more 
information.  Here is your link:  http://www.sdhc.k12.
fl.us/doc/1532 
2018-19 School Year Registration - Registration for 
the upcoming 2018-19 school year is currently open. 
Students attending Broward can register at the school 
until June 29th, then again from July 9th until the 
beginning of school. Parents and students should take 
advantage of the Hillsborough County annual Back-2-
School Health Fair for all students new to Hillsborough 
County, July 21st – August 4th.  Students are provided 
with free school supplies such as backpacks, pens, 
paper, notebooks, and rulers in addition to health 

300 W Hillsborough Ave.
Tampa, FL 33604
(813) 882-5211

Welcoming Patients of All Ages!

“A New Smile in the Neighborhood”

Dr. Kali Georgewww.SH-Dentist.com

services such as immunizations, vision screenings 
and school physicals—all requirements needed to 
attend schools in the Hillsborough County School 
District.  See the site for locations and dates; go to:  
http://www.back2schoolfair.org/about-fairs   
SSHCA School Supplies Drive - SSHCA will again lead 
a drive for school supplies.  See the SSHCA Facebook 
page for a list of what is needed. Supplies or monetary 
donations (make checks to SSHCA) may be made up 
until August 24th.  Drop-off centers are the Red Star 
Rock Bar and Smoke Signals, both on Florida Avenue, 
and of course at the school (in the computer room).   
If you are interested in working with Broward, a K-5 
school, please contact anyone with the SSHCA. Let’s 
all get involved in 2018-19 with Browardl!  Go Tigers!!
Important Dates: 
School registration, ongoing 
First Day of school, August 10th 
The Back-2-School Health Fair, July 21st – August 4th 
Broward Open House (TBD) 
Million Father March, August 10th



SSHCA RECIEVES 
NEIGHBORHOOD AWARD
Each year Hillsborough County Government hosts 
the Neighborhoods Conference; an event where 
all community, civic, and homeowners associations 
in the county are invited to learn about tools and 
resources available to them from the county, attend 
leadership training, and celebrate in the successes 
of all during the awards presentations. The event 
is always fun and educational and a great way to 
connect with our community leaders.

This year the South Seminole Heights Civic 
Association was awarded the Neighborhood Arts 
Award for the 2nd year in a row. Following up an 
amazing 2017, where we won for our street mural 
project, we brought home the 2018 award for 
organizing and executing the Heights Unites Music 
& Arts Festival. The event which attracted over 
1,200 attendees and raised over $8,000 for the 
association was a resounding success and a major 
goal accomplished by the SSHCA Board. We 
have already started planning for the 2019 event, 
which will take place on February 23rd. Mark your 
calendars now and be ready to have a great time 
celebrating your community!

We are very proud to share that the Hampton Terrace 
Civic Association was awarded the Neighborhood 
Communications Award and Southeast Seminole 
Heights resident, and former SESHCA President, 
Stan Lasater was awarded the Outstanding 
Volunteer Leadership award. We couldn’t be more 
proud to represent the greater Seminole Heights 
area with our neighbors.

MENU SPECIALS & DISCOUNTS

EVERY THURSDAY

 5229 N Florida Ave, Tampa, FL 33603  ·  813. 517.9989

@ichicoroya  |  #ramenarmy  |  ichicoro.com
       Present this ad for $10 OFF any service

SSHCA President Stephen Lytle with neighborhood 
leaders from Southeast Seminole Heights, Old 
Seminole Heights, and Hampton Terrace at the 
Hillsborough County Neighborhoods Conference



THANK YOU FOR JOINING OR 
RENEWING YOUR SSHCA MEMBERSHIP

RESIDENTIAL MEMBERSHIPS:
Steve Barthelemy & Michael Smith
Rebecca Brawley
Kristin & Wes Burdette
T.J. Couch & Elizabeth Somers
Alice & Steve Ericson
Jeff Estevez
Carla & Joel Gormon
Vernon & Charlotte Henderson
Casey Joseph & Brad Morgan
Brian Lemoi
Jeff & Carla Lenkerd

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community residents 
and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa, Florida. Our borders are 
Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the south, Florida Avenue to the east and 
the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to educate, promote and encourage civic pride and awareness 
of issues impacting the neighborhood in the area known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of 
community in a safe and healthy residential neighborhood.” Thank you to the following residents and businesses 
who have joined or renewed their memberships with the SSHCA!

Ashley & Thomas Meeke
Janet & Michael Norona
Melissa Nye
Erika Oshiro
Jeanne & Savannah Rogers
Sherry Simons
Ingrid-Jacoba Smith
Odette & Mark Soril
James Strickland
Mark Stutzman
Stella Sussmann
Chuck Waterhouse

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS:
Brew Bus
Coldwell Banker
Madrina Dance
Puzzle Piece Flooring
Roost Realty
Seminole Heights Family Denistry
Tampa Bay Markets
Tempus Projects LLC

  

“Urban Cuts for
Urban Pups”



WHO TO CALL
SSHCA Information:  
Stephen Lytle– President 
(813) 403-9236 
info@sshca.org

Tampa Police - Non-Emergency  
(813) 231-6130

Code Enforcement 
(813) 274-5545

Flooding - Stormwater 
(813) 622-1901

Emergency Water Repair 
(813) 274-5744

Sewer/Wastewater 
(813) 274-8037

Landlord Disputes 
(813) 903-3430

Residential Permits - 
Construction  
(813) 274-3100

Emergency Tree Service 
(813) 274-5744

Parks and Recreation  
(813) 274-8615

You can also download the City 
of Tampa app on your phone for 
many of these services and more.

Clean Up

Happy hour

Paint your Heart out



UPCOMING EVENTS
JULY
July 6th - First Friday Sunset Market – Brew Bus Brewing – 6-10PM

July 8th – Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Southern Brewing – 11AM

July 9th – Tampa Police Department Neighborhood Watch Meeting – Ragan Park Civic Center – 6:30PM

July 12th – Old Seminole Heights Social Hour – The C House – 6PM

July 18th- South Seminole Heights General Meeting – Seminole Heights United Methodist Church –  
       6:30PM – Please note location change, as Library was unavailable

July 21st – South Seminole Heights Summer Porch Party – 315 West Emma St – 3:30-10:00PM

July 21st – Beerfest 2018: Hop Gun – Tampa Theatre – 7-10PM

July 22nd – Big Brunch featuring Mini Doughnut Factory – Brew Bus Brewing – 11AM-1PM

July 28th – Ichicoro takes over The Bricks – The Bricks Ybor – 6PM-3AM

July 29th - Beach Day, DieAlps! and Fever Beam Concert – Microgroove – 5PM

July 30th – Hampton Terrace Back to School Drive – London Heights - 6-8PM



UPCOMING EVENTS
AUGUST
August 4th – Back to School Health Fair – Blake High School (register online) – 9AM-1PM
August 6th – Free Porch Yoga – Red Star Rock Bar – 6:30PM
August 9th – Seminole Heights Community Transportation Meeting – Seminole Heights Library – 6:30PM
August 10th – First day back to school for Broward Elementary
August 12th – Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Southern Brewing – 11AM
August 17th - Jonah + Friends play Water and Solutions – MicroGroove – 7PM
August 24th – Last day to donate to South Seminole Heights School Supply Drive benefiting Broward Elementary
August 25th – USF Bulls Block Party – Italian Club, Ybor City – 3PM

SEPTEMBER
September 1st – Stolen Idols - First Saturday Jazz Exotica! – The Independent – 8PM
September 1st/2nd – Summer of Rum Festival w/ Sugar Ray – Curtis Hixon Park – All Day
September 6th – Thursday Night Run the Heights – Hidden Springs Ale Works – 7PM
September 9th – Seminole Heights Sunday Morning Market – Southern Brewing – 11AM
September 23rd – Fall Family Fest by Tampa Bay Mom’s Group – Water Works Park – 11AM

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

& PHOTOGRAPHY

weaselwrks.com



NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Neighborhood Watch is a crime prevention program that 
enlists the active participation of residents in cooperation with 
law enforcement to reduce crime in our community. The South 
Seminole Heights Neighborhood Watch group is led by Chair 
Lara D’Amico. Recently, we have implemented a block captain 
system which will allow Lara to focus on the neighborhood as a 
whole, her partnership with TPD, and organizing events in the 
area. There will be 10 areas, or blocks, in the neighborhood 
and we are recruiting two captains per block. Block captains 
will recruit members to the association and neighborhood 
watch, keep neighbors and Tampa Police Department informed 
about crime activity, act as a spoke person to the neighborhood 
watch chair for their assigned block, and attend association 
meetings. If you would like to become involved in this effort, 
please email the info@sshca.org.

Tampa Police Department is broken into districts and grids. For 
those unaware South Seminole Heights is in District 3 and our 
grids include 69 and 81. This information is useful when checking 
TPD calls for service in our area or looking for local TPD events. 
District 3 currently has Neighborhood Watch meetings on the 
2nd Monday of each month at Ragan Park Community Center. 
They also will be present at the Bethesda Outreach Ministries 
Back to School Event on July 20th from 1:00 p.m.  - 6:00 p.m.  

Free school supplies will be given away and there will also be 
food and live entertainment. 

Your South Seminole Heights Neighborhood Watch will be 
hosting multiple events with TPD in the coming months to 
include a bike registration event and roll call meetings with 
officers. Keep an eye out for announcements soon!

Don’t forget: 

*Register your cameras with TPD. www.tampagov.net/ 
  camera-registration 

*Sign up for ALERT TAMPA. @alerttampa

*TPD will check on your house while on vacation.  
  www.tampagov.net/police/vacation-watch-form 

*Go out and meet your neighbors! Get their cell phone number!



SEMINOLE HEIGHTS 
SEAL FLAGS FOR SALE

The South Seminole Heights Civic Association currently has 
Seminole Heights flags available on their website featuring 
the two-headed gator seal. These flags are 3x5 feet, 100% 
100D polyester, have double stitched seam for lasting 
durability, and feature 2 copper grommets for hanging (no 
rust!). Currently we have black flags with a white logo and 

HOME VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! 

SSH 2018 Median Sold Price YTD is $250,000.                     
That’s up 8.7%  Over 2017!  

Overall  inventory for SSH also remains at a historic 
low of 1.5 months supply.  If you’ve been thinking 
about a move, there’s never been a better time to 
sell.  Give me a call  for a free no obligation home 

valuation.   

Matt S. Bailey, Broker 

  813-326-2569 / Matt@FindMyRoost.com 

COME HOME TO ROOST! 

white flags with a blue logo in stock. They are available for 
purchase for $35 at www.sshca.org/merchandise. If you 
are interested in a custom color scheme, please email info@
sshca.org for more information. Additional merchandise 
like Heights Unites T-Shirts and Neighborhood Watch signs 
are also available on the website for purchase.



JOIN
THE SOUTH 

SEMINOLE HEIGHTS
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

As an active, involved member of the association you have the opportunity to take part in the growth 
and development of your neighborhood. Your membership dues help fund community events, newsletters 

and neighborhood improvement projects.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• The Banner - SSH Quarterly Newsletter
• Quarterly Association Meeting
• Neighborhood Watch
• Quarterly Porch Parties
• Neighborhood Happy Hours
• Halloween Party at Rivercrest Park
• Holiday Concert with Santa
• Support of Other Neighborhood Causes
• Meet Your Neighbors!

RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Tampa’s FIRST Street Mural At Rivercrest Park
• Art Bench at Haya Linear Park
• Revival Of SSH “Beautification Award”
• 501(c)3 Status (Membership is tax-deductible)
• Purchase of Pet Chip Reader at Health Mutt For
  Neighborhood Use
• Increase in Park and Alley Cleanup
• Renewed Partnership with Broward Elementary
• Heights Unites Music & Art Festival

JOIN TODAY!
http://www.sshca.org/join

Annual Dues:
$12.00 - One Member Household
$20.00 - Two Member Household

$35.00 - Business Membership
(Additional Benefits)

For Questions Email: membership@sshca.org

PRSRT STD 
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID 

EDDM RETAIL


