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The Banner 
Your Neighborhood Newsletter – Summer 2015 

City of Tampa workers planting a Florida Flame Maple 
as part of the cities free tree program 

 City of Tampa “Tree”mendous Program 
Abounds in South Seminole Heights  

As we all know trees are a community resource that provides tangible 
benefits, in terms of visual and aesthetic attributes, environmental assets, 
health benefits, and economic value. Tampa recognizes the benefits of its 
trees and is committed to the conservation and enhancement of its 
environment. The Tree-mendous Tampa Program, also known as the 
Community Tree Program, is free and provides individuals and 
neighborhood associations with trees for planting on City land, greenways, 
and street rights of way. The program fosters the replenishment of Tampa's 
valuable and gracious tree canopy and in the last few months numerous 
residents of South Seminole Heights have benefited from this program. 
 
How it works: 

• Resident submits an on-line request at 
www.tampagov.net/FreeTree 

• Response to your request is handled within 24 hours M-F. 
• Field Technician will contact you to set an appointment. 
• Each site will be inspected to carefully match the new tree(s) with 

the existing landscape conditions.  
• 811 Dig Locate is notified and marked. 
• Within days of the ROW being 811 Located the new tree (s) arrive. 
• When you arrive home to find your new FREE TREE(s), the rest is 

up to you for the next year. It’s life and benefits to you and your 
community are now in your hands! 
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From the President 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Delegate-at Large Chosen 

South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) would like 
to welcome Patricia Alexander as our new Delegate-At-Large!  
Patricia was appointed in April to fill the open position.   She 
is a long time South Seminole Heights resident and is very 
active around issues pertaining to Rivercrest Park.   Welcome 
aboard Patricia! 

Paint Your Street Announcement! 

South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is excited 
to announce that we are one of two neighborhoods to be chosen 
to pilot the City of Tampa’s new “Paint the Intersection” 
project!   Paint the Intersection is an innovative concept 
designed to build a neighborhood’s sense of community and identity by having neighbors come 
together to paint a mural at a local intersection. We would like to thank Councilman Mike Suarez for 
his support and the City of Tampa Department of Transportation for extending us the opportunity! 
 
It will be South Seminole Heights’s responsibility to choose the design, obtain needed materials to 
paint the mural, and to maintain it upon completion.  We want to start this process by obtaining your 
input about which intersection should be selected and why.  Some key points to consider are: 

• It cannot be at the intersection of an arterial road.  The arterial roads in our neighborhood are 
Highland Ave., Hillsborough Ave., Florida Ave.,  MLK Jr. Blvd., and Osborne Ave.  

• The intersection must be in good condition (paved conditions, no flooding, etc.) 
• All four homeowners residing at the chosen intersection must agree to the placement of the 

mural and the final design.  
• 60% of all homeowners in a one block radius must agree with the location final design at the 

chosen intersection 
 
Similar projects have been successfully implemented in other cities across the nation including 
Portland, whose vibrant road painting projects have brought he community together, improved road 
safety, and become a greatly valued part of the cities landscape. 

 
Please submit any suggestions you have to 
South Seminole Heights Civic Association 
(SSHCA) via e-mail: 
southseminoleheightsca@gmail.com or via 
Facebook on our South Seminole Heights 
Community  Group Page by June 30th.  We 
compile and review the list and submit the top 
10 recommendations to the City of 
Transportation for review.   Further updates 
will be provided at our monthly board 
meetings and our next General Members 
Meeting on Tuesday, July 14th. 
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Three South Seminole Heights Homes Featured on Home Tour 
Homes built almost 100 years ago — as well as a couple built in the 1980s — were part of the Old 
Seminole Heights 17th annual Home Tour in April including 3 homes from South Seminole Heights. 

 “This is not only an opportunity to allow others to see our neighborhoods, but also to raise money, 
support a charity and create a way for the residents to work together,” said Susan Bingham, 
chairwoman of the event, sponsored by the Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Association and the 
Old Seminole Heights Preservation Consortium. 

 

 

 

 

322 West Giddens Avenue 
 
 
 
 

307 West Emma Street 
 
 
 
 

5111 North River Blvd 
 
 

The events, open to the public, began at the Seminole 
Heights Garden Center and took participants to several 
neighborhoods in the area. The homes pictured to the 
right were those featured from South Seminole Heights. 
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Seminole Heights Saturday Morning Pack Walk! 

The Pack Walk is dedicated to creating a way for dogs and their humans from all parts of Seminole 
Heights to get together and socialize and we also have members that come from other areas as well. 
The walk frequently goes from Henry and Ola to Epps Park, where they often have special breakfasts 
and holiday fun such as an Easter egg hunts using colored tennis balls.  They have had several pool 
parties at a member’s house, a great Halloween party and a Cinco de Mayo celebration. Sometimes 
Saturday walks are extra special with visits from the Tampa Police Department with their canine 
unit and they often have a professional dog trainer come along with the walks to answer any 
questions or issues that members may need help with.  

The human members of the Pack Walk love meeting with each other but this really is about the dogs. 
In the two and a half years they have been walking they have never had an altercation. The pups in 
the group walks are a sight to be seen; often neighbors come out on their porches to see the parade. 
Dogs range from young pups to senior citizens and in size from under five pounds to over one hundred 
and fifty. 

What better way is there to get to know your 
neighbors then by walking a dog? In the fall of 
2012 a group like-minded dog owners got 
together and started the Seminole Heights 
Saturday Morning Pack Walk. Every Saturday 
morning, the group meets at 9:30 a.m. at Henry 
and Ola Park and goes for an approximate mile 
and a half stroll.  Since they began we have 
missed only four Saturdays due to inclement 
weather. They have walked through cold, hot 
and drizzle and people and dogs always have a 
wonderful time! 

 

To become a member of the pack all you have to 
do is just show up! If you would like to find out 
more about the walk or see one of their many 
adventures you can find them on Face Book at: 

Facebook.com/SeminoleHeightsDogParkTampa 
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A new Japanese style restaurant concept is now under 
construction at the corner of Florida Avenue and West 
Giddens Ave. The team spearheading this concept consists 
of individuals with a plethora of experience in the New York 
food industry and has come together led by Noel Cruz to 
create a new regionalized ramen using local ingredients and 
inspiration from the Florida culture.  From conversations 
with them it is obvious they are excited to take on this new 
adventure showing the community a Japanese style and 
culture that has yet to be well showcased. 
 
Seminole Heights has become the new epicenter for creative, 
independent restaurants with such friends as “Rooster and 
the Till” and “Refinery” and  Ichicoro yearns to be a part of 
that list. The decision to open in Seminole Heights was an 
easy one due to the current food movement that has been 
happening the past few years, paralleling what Brooklyn 
was like 10 years ago said Noel. Ichicoro is slated to open in 
South Seminole Heights this summer and based on social 
media support will be a great addition to the neighborhood. 

Ichicoro Ramen Restaurant to Open in South Seminole Heights 
 

Thank You to Our Newest Members of the Civic Association 
 The South Seminole Heights Civic Association (SSHCA) is a non-partisan organization of community 

residents and business partners representing the South Seminole Heights neighborhood in Tampa, 
Florida. Our borders are Hillsborough Avenue to the north, Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to the 
south, Florida Avenue to the east and the Hillsborough River to the west. Our goal is “to educate, 
promote and encourage civic pride and awareness of issues impacting the neighborhood in the area 
known as South Seminole Heights while revitalizing a sense of community in a safe and healthy 
residential neighborhood. Thank you to the following residents and business that have joined the 
SSHCA! 
 

Resident Memberships 
• Stacy and Marissa Williams 
• TJ Couch and Elizabeth Somers 
• David Davis 
• Jay Collins and Amanda Anderson 
• Katie and Chris Fields 
• Alex Gainey and David Harrington 
• Jessica Gay 

 

• Brittany Loubier and John Zeese 
• Cory Smyth and Urias Mends-Cole 
• Chris Thach 
• John Campbell 

 
Business Memberships 

• The Financial Well 



Neighborhood News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On January 29th of this year my house was burglarized .  It ranked up there with one of the most 
disheartening experiences I’ve had thus far in my life.  It wasn’t so much about the material things that 
were taken as it was the feeling of my little bubble being violated.  It left me feeling exposed and second-
guessing on whether purchasing a home was worth it.  I decided (after a week of wallowing), I had two 
options, either continue to be a victim or pick myself up and try and make a change for the better, not 
only myself, but for the community I lived in as well.   

That is when I decided to look into the neighborhood watch group of South Seminole Heights.  As I had 
expected, the group had not been active and had not been for some time which presented a challenge.  I 
decided to do some digging and share my break- in with members of the neighborhood through the South 
Seminole Heights Community page on Facebook.  After some discussions there, I attended the February 
community association board meeting where I was nominated the chairperson for the neighborhood 
watch group.  

 

Protecting Your Neighborhood: Neighborhood Watch 
 

The community page for South Seminole Heights 
has played a very instrumental role in raising 
awareness about issues that affect the 
neighborhood.  It has also aided tremendously in 
breaking down the fences and allowing neighbors to 
get to know one another.  The neighborhood watch 
group is slowly but surely gaining support from the 
residents, but we still have a long way to go.  This is 
where you, the neighbor of this great community 
comes into play.  We are still in need of volunteers 
for block captains , flyer handout and various other 
tasks associated with the neighborhood watch. Any 
kind of support is welcome!  More than anything we 
just want to raise awareness about our group and 
get everyone in the habit of keeping their eyes and 
ears open for any suspicious activity .   If you are 
interested in being a part of the South Seminole 
Heights Neighborhood Watch Group, please contact 
me, Lesley Curry, at 423-667-6567 or you can email 
me at lesleyacurry@yahoo.com .   

Please also look for the South Seminole Heights 
Neighborhood Watch group on Facebook.   

I believe we can make this group a great success but 
it first starts with YOU!   



Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 
• All Month – Zoominations: A Chinese Lantern Festival of Lights: Discover 30 illuminated scenes 

including replicas of the Beijing Temple of Heaven and larger-than-life dragons, pandas, rhinos 
and more. Lowry Park Zoo - Runs through June 28 

• Sundays – Sunday Bicycle Rides - Meet at The Independent for a 30-mile ride from Seminole 
Heights. Helmets are required and riders must maintain a speed of 12 to 14 mph. – 7:30 AM 

• June 13 – Southeast Seminole Heights Homemade Ice Cream Contest – Games, contest and great 
prizes for kids. Giddens Park, 5303 North 12th Street – 10:30 AM 2 PM 

• June 14– Seminole Heights Market–Southern Brewing and Winemaking, 4500 N. Nebraska – 11-4 
• June 19– South  Seminole Heights Porch Party – 4909 North River Blvd – 6:00 PM 

 

July 
• July 9 – South Seminole Heights Quarterly Resident Happy Hour – Meet other local residents and 

your SSHCA Board. SSHCA members enjoy a free BarBQ!. This is also a pet friendly event. Red 
Star Rock Bar 5:30-8:00 PM 

• July 12– Seminole Heights Market–Southern Brewing and Winemaking, 4500 N. Nebraska – 11-4 
 • July 14 – SSHCA General Meeting - 

Residents can come and express concerns, 
meet guests speakers from the city/county, 
meet other residents, and learn about 
upcoming events in Seminole Heights. Guest 
Speakers: Guido Maniscalco - City Council, 
District 6, discussing upcoming term and 
connecting with his district. Jerrod Simpson - 
City Attorney, Tree and Landscape code 
review. Seminole Heights Library – 6:30 PM 

 
August 

• August 1 – Wazoo! - The 20th annual event 
features 275 beers and beverages from around 
the world, food sampling from favorite 
restaurants and live music. Lowry Park Zoo – 
7:30 PM 

• August 9 - Seminole Heights Market – Pet 
friendly and open to the public –Southern 
Brewing and Winemaking, 4500 North 
Nebraska - 11 AM – 4 PM  

• August 22 – Zoo Run Run - Annual event 
inside Lowry Park Zoo and along the 
Hillsborough River. Event fee includes 
admission for the day to the zoo for entrants 
only. Lowry Park Zoo- 7:30 AM 



Featured Residents 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monica Simpson and Nate Hooper 
West Louisiana Ave. 

 This month our featured residents are Monica Simpson and Nate 
Hooper!  Monica is originally from Philadelphia and came to Tampa 
a few years ago for a teaching job in special education with 
Hillsborough County. Nate is from Vermont and has spent a bit 
more time in Tampa, 10 years in fact after being relocated to Tampa 
by the Air Force, where he still serves in the reserves while 
pursuing his graduate degree. Their story is much like others, 
meeting one night down in South Tampa, dancing the night away, 
and after a comical ending to the night and a 3 hour long phone 
conversation, having their first date on Valentine's Day.  
 
Fast forward to finding the perfect home here in South Seminole 
Heights. They lived together in a one bedroom apartment for over a 
 year and half looking for the perfect house to call 

home. Over time they narrowed the search to 
Seminole Heights after being initially attracted to 
the adorable bungalows, the local culture, and the 
“wickedly awesome” food and bar scene that is 
continuing to grow! Their favorite hot sports in 
the area include our new Red Star Rock Bar and 
Southern Wine and Brewing on Nebraska and 
Southeast Seminole Heights.  
 
Furthermore, the couple was equally intrigued by 
the farmer's market and parks that are scattered 
throughout the heights, and the ability to ride 
bikes nearly everywhere. They absolutely love 
Rivercrest Park, and use it every chance they get, 
whether it be to watch the sunset on the docks, do 
yoga or exercise in the shade of the oak trees or 
run around like the kids we are at heart on the 
jungle gym. They currently live on Louisiana Ave, 
with delightfully marvelous neighbors and we 
enjoying hanging out on the porches, swimming in 
the neighbor's pool, or exercising in the park. 
Monica even says “We have become a great little 
Louisiana family that all look after each other. We 
wouldn't want to live anywhere else!” Outside of 
the heights the couple volunteers with the Great 
American Teach In and various other fundraisers. 
If you see them out please welcome some our 
newest neighbors to South Seminole Heights! 
 
 



Featured Business 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Many are skeptical that the recent increases in home values in the Heights community are a 
sustainable trend. While no one can predict the financial future of our community, there are some 
positive trends that even the nay-sayers can’t argue with. 

Home values in the Heights have increased approximately 128% since the bottom of the “Great 
Recession” in 2011. This has been experienced in every neighborhood throughout the Heights 
community.  

Politico reports that in September 2014, Standard & Poor's raised its rating the city's general credit 
from AA+ to AAA, its highest rating for municipalities. Responsible fiscal management by the city 
during this challenging time is also reinforced by the fact that the City of Tampa is on schedule to 

 

Full Sale Realty:  
The Renaissance of Seminole & Riverside Heights 

 

complete the bond repayment of 
the Convention Center on time 
in Fall of 2015. This will free up 
to $100 million in liquidity to 
invest back into the 
infrastructure of the city. 

Corporate interests are also 
eyeing to invest into Tampa as 
noted by Jeff Vinik’s $1 billion 
Channelside development plan, 
Ashley Furniture’s corporate 
move to Ybor City and a major 
USF campus downtown. 
Tampa’s current unemployment 
rate is just below 5.2% which 
leads directly to demand for 
homes.   

 Lastly, one major aspect that increases home value is our neighborhood itself. The Heights has some of 
the most involved neighborhood associations and crime watch organizations in the city. Local small 
independent businesses are being welcomed into our neighborhood and are becoming active members of 
our community. So in short, most indicators look extremely positive for our community – greatly due to 
you! 

Article written by Tom Leber:  Realtor with Coldwell Banker Full Sale Team: 813-420-9963 

www.TheHeightsHomeSalesTampa.com 

http://www.theheightshomesalestampa.com/
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Who to Call 

 
SSHCA Information: 

• Donna Stark – President 
813-569-8766 

 
City Council (District 6) 

• Guido Maniscalco 
813-274-7071 

 
Tampa Police – Non-Emergency 

• 813-231-6130 
 
Neighborhood Enhancement: 

• Debris in the Street - Public 
Works - (813) 622-1940 

• Flooding - Stormwater - 
(813) 622-1901  

• Landlord Disputes - Tenant 
Problem Line - (813) 903-
3430  

• Residential Permits - 
Construction Services - (813)  
274-3100  

• Sewer Problems - 
Wastewater - (813) 274-8037  

• Emergency Tree Service 
(813) 274-5744  

• Emergency Water Repair 
(813) 274-5744  

 
Construction Without Permit 

• City of Tampa Construction 
Services (813)274-3100 

 
Parks and Recreation 

• 813-274-8615 
 
 
You can also download the city of 
Tampa app on your phone for 
many of these services and more. 
Just search City of Tampa in the 
app store. 
 
 

Support Your Community and  
Join the SSHCA Today! 

July 14th will be our next SSHCA general membership 
meeting. We hope to have as many residents attend as 
possible and highly encourage you to join the SSHCA. 
Annual dues are $12.00 for one-member household and 
$20.00 for two-person household. Business membership 
is $35.00 annually.  
 
Choosing to join or renew your SSHCA membership 
allows you to expand your influence and help support 
events in our neighborhood. Membership is a great way 
to meet your neighbors and get actively involved in 
your local community! 
 
Please take this time to join SSHCA or renew your 
membership today by completing the membership form 
online at www.sshca.org/join. 
 
We are always looking for residents who are passionate 
about South Seminole Heights and would like to get 
involved. The following committees are currently 
looking for volunteers: Membership, Peer to Peer (Code 
Enforcement), Beautification, Communications, Crime 
Watch, Land Use, and Events. 
 
 

http://www.sshca.org/join

